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XII Konark Festival 2001. Hon'ble Chicf Minister, Shri N 
performance after inaugurating the festiv 
Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Surendranath N 
Shri D.P. Bagchi and Secretary, 


aveen Patnaik watching a dance 
al on December 1, 2001. Also present are 
aik, Shri Bijoyshree Routray, Chief Secretary, 
Tourism and Culture, Shri R. Balakrishan. 


Orissa Mandap at IITF » 2001 held at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 
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EDITORIAL 


AsA.D. 2001 draws to aclose, incidents which took place in the recent past flash before our e Th 

winter session of the Assembly which commenced on 3rd December was adjourned sine eS ; 
December 2001. The house transacted business on 16 days. During this session, six bills h o b e 
passed and 80 starred and 854 unstarred questions replied. The Orissa Self Help Coo sera Rll 
2001 seeks to pave the way for emergence of voluntary, autonomous, self-reliant Doe aa t 
and member-governed cooperatives. The Registration (Orissa Amendment) Bill, 2001 and ie - . 
(Orissa Amendment) Bill, 2001 have been introduced with the objective of achieving vanoralieten 


and simplification of the process involved in matters relating to land revenueadministration and speedy 
sion. The Orissa Service of Engineers (Validation 


disposal of cases. These would help to contain tax eva 
ise the services of 39 engineers, which is justified 


of Appointment) Bill, 2001 was introduced to regular 
on humanitarian grounds. The Code of Criminal Procedure (Orissa Amendment) Bill, 2001 seeks to 


amend Sections 9, 125 and first schedule of Cr Pc. Under the new legislation, monthly maint 

allowance to wife, children and parents of a person who, having sufficient means neglects or r Aes 
maintain them, from Rs,500/- to Rs.3,000/-. This is indeed a right step to ensure social saat Pee 
Orissa Public Libraries Bill, 2001 seeks to establish a network of public fbratesin the aaa ca 
ain, regulate and consolidate them. All these will contribute significantly to enriching the ani ie 
h of the Hon'ble Chief Minister in the Assembly on containing the ithe : 
rict reflects the Governinent's determination "to deal with the extremists on 
d the lives and property of the people living in areas affected by left die 


maint 
in the State. The speee 
menace in Malkangiri dist 
firmness and to safeguar' 


extremism." 
In December, people of Orissa are celebrating a number of festivals. The Manabasa Gurubar 


holds a special significance to the people of the State, particularly to women who worship Laxmi, the 
goddess of wealth, ona Thursday in the month of Margashira. Eid-ul-Fitr and Christmas are or 
other important festivals celebrated by people. All these festivals play an important role in enriching the 
social life in the State. g 
The current issue of Orissa Review carries articles 
The text of the Speech of Hon'ble Chief Minister has als 
development activities have also been included. Hope, rea 


on Christmas, Eid and Goddess Mahalaxmi 
o been published. Articles and features ait 
ders will appreciate the effort. 


ie Leu Tathry 


i — 
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~ Containing the Naxalite Menace 


Speech of the Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik in Orissa Legislative Assembly 


ilure of the police administration in containing the Naxalite 
ft Wing Extremism is not limited to certain areas of Orissa; it 
For long the militant activities in the district had been 


the group in neighbouring States. 


The Naxalite movement in its present phase affects not only Orissa but the States of Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhatisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. The Peoples 
War Group (PWG) was created in the year 1980, but by 1988 its leadership had passed on to young 
violent militants. From 1984 rag tag dalams started visiting Malkanagiri district from neighbouring A.P., 
espousing so-called populist causes and carrying out extortions. The first violent incident in the district 
took place in 1992, when an OSAP Havildar was killed. In late 1998, the PWG merged with CPML- 
PU, which was active in Bihar, to form CPML-PW, after which escalation in violence was noticed, In 
Malkangiri district, armed PW cadres over-ran the Maliguda and Janbai Anti-Naxalite Picket Posts in 

el were killed, and arms and ammunitions were looted. 


December 1998 in which two police personn 
During that time, the PW had also increased its tempo of violent activities in the affected States. After 
. the December 1998, incidents, small ANPPs in Malkanagiri and other districts were relocated and 
force was deployed in at least one platoon strength at vulnerable police stations and strategic points. In 


December 2000, ina policy decision, the CPML-PW decided to upgrade its military strength and 
reorganized small dalams into company size formations with sophisticated arms by forming a Peoples 
Guerilla Army and engaged security forces in the affected States with the aim of snatching arms as well 
as to dominate the inaccessible areas. The group also formed Andhra Orissa Border Special Zone 
(AOBSZ) with the purpose of escalating violent activities. According to seized literature, they were 
planning to create a liberated zone in areas bordering Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Chhatisgarh in 


which parts of Malkangiri district were included. ; 

The first major incident in this regard in Orissa was at Uppalada in Gajapati district on 1 3th 
March 2001, when a section strength of OSAP was attacked by more than 150 armed cadres, atms 
looted and two police personnel killed. The next major incident was on 9th August 2001, when more 
than 150-armed extremists in ea ttacked Motu and Kalimela Police Stations. Whereas the 
former could be defended, the armed cadres could overrun the Kalimela Police Station and snatched 
away all the weapons. In this incident 5 police personnel were killed and several injured. The extremists 
also suffered, more than 3 dead and injuries to large number of cadres, some of whom were reported 
to have died subsequently. It is for the first time that Orissa Police took up the challenge of the extremists 
Seriously and inflicted heavy casu 


alties on them. Subsequently, the militants have fired upon police posts 
on several occasions which has been repulsed during which one police personnel and at least one 
militant died. 


Itis not correct to say that there was a fa 
movement in Malkangiri district. The Le 
has manifested in different parts of the country. 
seen as a spill-over of the dominant presence of 
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According to available information, during the period from January to October a 
extremists have carried out 262 violent incidents in Andhra Pradesh ( including, police ey 1 7 
31, civilian killed 84, arson 28 and blasting 50). In the State of Chhatisgarh, from April to oe a 
2001 there were 76 incidents. Incidents in other affected states are also quite high. In yale is 
Orissa the group during the current year so far carried out 6 major violent incidents, in which 8 — 
personnel and one civilian were killed; besides there were seven minor incidents in which there was N 
loss of life. 


The PW, is entrenched in Malkangiri district for more than a decade and ts using bordering hill 
tracts and jungles as hideouts. Following the attacks at Kalimela and Motu alee 
DGP, CRPF visited Orissa by the end of August 2001, at the instance of the State Government. This 
was followed by induction of one Batallion of CRPF to the district besides OSAP deployment. An 
exercise is also on to regroup young-trained OSAP personnel for special tasks. Attempts are on to 
beef up intelligence. One SP of Special Branch has been located at Koraput for this purpose. After the 
deployment of CRPF, with increase in patrolling, the PW have been driven out from roads and population 
centres. Though the armed cadres of the group are mostly from Andhra Pradesh and are attempting to 


cause depredation in the district for quite sometime, the normal Government machinery, i.e. Revenue, 
Health Care, Forest, Education, etc. continues to remain functional without si gl 


a Central team headed by 


iificant dislocation. 
On the night of Ist December-2001 in two sens 


Group blasted a portion of the Poteru Outpost in Malk 


same time its armed cadres went to a house belonging to Hon'ble Minister, Shri Arabinda Dhali located 
nearby and also blasted it. Two groups of armed militants accompanied by supporters crossed over the 
Poteru river at some distance from the spot. One Sroup came near the Outpost and challenged the staff. 
The ASI and 3 constables of this unarmed post managed to escape, and the Constable who was 00 
sentry duty was asked by the militants to remove various articles from the Outpost, which was thereafter 
blasted. Simultaneously, another group had gone near the Minister's house which was subsequently 


joined by the earlier group and the house was blasted, after asking the inmates to remove furniture. 
Since communication has been disrupted, informatior 


i mation could reach the district headquarters only by the 
next morning, after which police personnel visited the spot and took up investigation, During the Ist 
week of December so far, the PW group, while observing one year of the formation of People’s 
Guerrilla Army, 


has committed several acts of Violence in neighbouring areas of Andhra Pradesh (7 
incidents there according to available reports) and also in Chhatisgarh (7 violent incidents there). Sine® 


their earlier actions like attacking Police Stations and security posts were no more feasible on account 
. a cl . 
of the force build up, they took recourse to Secretive attacks, like the one at Poteru to create a sensation. 
da 


HatuOns and Morchas 
‘ee Grissa Police Hou 
shon ofnew P 


ational incidents, the Left Wing Extremist 
angiri district between 7 to 8 PM and around the 


In the preceding months defenc 
and Posts have been substantially upgraded. , 
expeditiously taken up and completed corst 
and also new defensive construction at other Pulice posts, C 
drill, discipline and fire bower of the force}: Providing better Weapons by re-depl nt and by 
making available senior supervising officers at all times. Defensive build n o~ . nd Matkangit 
town have also been improved upon. Security is being Provided to tar a ° ape the extent 
Possible. Hon'ble Minister, Shri Dhali has been provided with '7' cate nae sronetes There ave 
round the clock security men at his Bhubaneswar residence as Sl a ons eee. me illage MV-5 oe 
Malkangiri. Besides, adequate security and escort is provided whenever iit 


sn around important Police Stations 
sing and Welfare Corporation has 
Olice Stations at Jodamba and Maligud4 
Onstant efforts are being made to enhane® 
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The phenomenon of left wing extremist violence is affecting several states. There is a joint 
Co-ordination Committee at the centre chaired by the Union Home Minister in which states affected by 
left wing extremism including Orissa are members. State Government is doing whatever it can under the 
aegis of the co-ordination committee and the process of raising two new Battalions including one India 
Reserve Battalion, upgrading physical infrastructure, etc. which are in progress. Meanwhile, the Central 
Government has banned left wing extremist groups PW and MCC, the implications of which are being 
examined. Besides, the State Government has intensified building of roads, infrastructure, etc. under 
the local population. To boost the morale of the force, a 
sation and special pension schemes 
uild up infrastructure as well as to 
to take on the challenges of left 


various developmental schemes to win over 
special package including 15% special allowance, enhanced compen 
has been extended to the police personnel. Steps are being taken to b 
acquire sophisticated arms and ammunition, communication equipment 


wing extremism effectively. 


ure the Hon'ble Members of the House that my Government will leave no 


I would like to ass 
e lives and property of the 


stone unturned to deal with the extremists with firmness and to safeguard th 
people living in areas affected by left wing extremism. 


SUBARNAREKHA IRRIGATION PROJECT WORK TO RESUME 


and Government of J harkhand agreed to resume the work 
of Subarnarekha Irri gation Project. The decision was taken ata meeting between 
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri Naveen Patnaik and Hon'ble Chief. Minister 
of Jharkhand, Shri Babulal Marandi held at Ranchi on November 29,2001 in the 
‘ble Union Water Resources Minister, Shri Arjun Charan Sethi. It 
is expected that work on Galudihi barrage and Galudihi right canal in J harkhand 
will begin immediately and water will start flowing in various parts of Orissa in the 
hree months. On the completion of the project, irrigation facilities will be 
aunt to over one din Mayurbhanj and Balasore districts. 
availa 


Government of Orissa 


presence of Hon 


lakh hectare lan 
Government of Orissa has already paid an amount of Rs.12 cr. inthe first 
nd. It was decided that the Chief Secretaries of 


é ernment of Jharkha 
mena te I] disputes regarding the project. 


oon: the States would thrash out a 


| 


Christmas is one of the most widely celebrated 
festivals in India today. Although it came to India 
with the missionaries, the celebrations are not 
restricted to Christians alone. People belonging 
to other religious faiths rejoice in the festival and 
wish happiness and prosperity to their friends and 
relatives. 


Christmas (Cristes maesse in Old 
English, meaning "Christ's Mass") is celebrated 
on the 25th of December, commemorating the 
birth of Jesus Christ. According to a Roman 
almanac, Christmas was celebrated in Rome by 
AD 336. In the Eastern part of the Roman 
Empire, a festival on the 6th of January 
commemorated the manifestation of God in both 
the birth and the baptism of Jesus. However, in 
Jerusalem only the birth was celebrated. During 
the 4th century, the celebration of Christ's birth 
on the 25th of December was gradually adopted 
by most Eastern Churches. In Jerusalem, 


Opposition to the observance of Christmas on the 
25th of December lasted longer, but the date was 


Anil Kumar Pradhan 


dhe Christmas 


The Season of Goodwill 


subsequently accepted. Inthe Armenian Church, 
Christ's birth is celebrated on the 6th of January. 
After the celebration of Christmas on 25th 
December was established in the East, the 
baptism of Jesus was celebrated on Epiphany, 
the 6th of January. In the West, however. 
Epiphany was the day on which the visit of the 
Magi to the infant Jesus was celebrated. 


The traditional customs connected with 
Christmas have developed in course of time. The 
celebration of the birth of Christ coincides with 
the agricultural and solar observances al 
midwinter, In the Roman world, the Saturnalia 
(17th of December) was atime of merrymaking 
and exchange Of gifts. The 25th of December was 


also regarded as the birth day of the Iranian 
Mystery god Mithra. 


: Midnight mass, other services, carols. 
gifts, cakes and several other delicacies mark the 
celebrations, Christmas tree, usually a dark gree" 
fir decorated with li ghts, cotton wool and candies 
form an attractive part of the festivities. The U" 
‘S topped with a star, the eternal symbol ° 
Christmas, A few days before Christ™” 
Schoolchildren and young people go around tht 
neighbourhood, Singing carols. The balconies 2 
Windows are illuminated With Christmas sta’ 
fairy lights, Christian homes display models 
the Stable Where Christ was born, witha miniattt™ 
crib. With the church bel] chiming atthe midnigh 
hour, the midnight Mass begins preceded by a 
Singing. After the mass, families and friends jo" 
together in celebrations, Singing carols. Christmas 
'salso atime of Set togethers 
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Rae Christianity began as a movement within 
ui aism. Jesus, the founder of this religion, was 
Tecognised to be the Messiah in accordance with 
the promises made through the prophets. The date 
of His coming had been announced by the 
eet Daniel. Jesus was sent by God to fulfill 
is promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He is 
Tevered as the Son of God and was born in Judea 
around 6 BC and was crucified in 30 AD. 


Jesus was conceived by Holy Spiritand 
bom of the Virgin Mary. He was bom ina manger 
in Bethlehem, where Mary and Joseph, her 
band and co-descendant of King David, went 

enumerate themselves in the Roman Imperial 
Census. According to royal command, the 
numeration had to be done in their ancestral place 
Bethlehem, the hometown of their ancestor King 
David and not in their place of residence at 
Nazareth, Jesus grew up in Nazareth and followed 
the trade of J oseph. At that time, Palestine was 
Under the Roman rule. 
ciples went all 
neighbouring 
the message of 


. Jesus, with his twelve dis 
Ver Israel and Galilee and the 


oe of Phoenicia, preaching 
Teligious reform and divine love. It is believed that 

C also possessed extraordinary healing 
the Messiah alarmed the ° 
ho considered 
Jem and here 


powers. 


R His popularity as 
‘oman and the Jewish authority, W! 
ima rebel, Jesus moved to Jerusa 


he was betrayed by one of his disciples, Judas 
and was arrested by the Roman soldiers. He = 
condemned as a blasphemer and was sentenced 
to Death by Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor. 
He was crucified and is believed to itive 
resurrected from the dead three days after his 
burial and ascended into heaven. 


In India, Christians constitute around 2.4 
per cent of the total population. The Syrian 
Christians along the Malabar Coast trace their 
ancestry to St Thomas the Apostle, early in the 
6th century AD. Christianity spread in India with 
the arrival of the European missionaries in the 1 6th 
century. In Orissa, organised missionary work 
started in 1822, but the people of this part of the 
country had the feel of Christianity by the end of 


the eighteenth century. 


Although Christmas is inextricably linked 
with Christianity, today the celebration is no longer 
restricted to one religious community. People of 
all religious faith celebrate Christmas. The festive 
atmosphere pervades the society. Bakeries are 
full of tempting confectionery. People visit friends 
and relatives, exchange gifts and wait to welcome 


the New Year. 


Ne 
Anil Kumar Pradhan lives at HIG-12, Baramunda Housing 


Board Colony, Bhubaneswar 751003. 
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Anglo-Indians 


who chose to stay on 


The Anglo-Indians in India are a fast disappearing 
community. They constitute a small percentage 
of the population in the country. They are all 
Christians by faith. Albeit they may belong to any 
church, for example, the Protestants or the 
Roman Catholics, all of them are Indians by 
nationality, and belong to the Anglo-Indian 
community. In the Lok Sabha, two members of 
the community are chosen by the President of 
India as nominated M.Ps, according to Article 
81 of the Constitution of India. 


Anglo-Indian population is concentrated 
in the ntain railway junctions throughout India. 
These people cakewalked jobs into the railways. 
However, apart from the Railways, there are quite 
anumber of Anglo-Indians the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs and the Police. Quite a few 
of these Anglo-Indians have done our country 
proud in sports and games, especially in hockey 
and cricket. Other games such as tennis, billi 
and snooker, and areas like crooning, 
architecture, advertising as well as beauty pageants 
have a few luminaries from amongst the Anglo- 
Indian community. To name but a few : Leslie 
Claudius and his late son in hockey, Roger Binny 
in cricket, Michael Fereira in billiards and 
snooker, Remo Fernandes- a singer and an 
architect, and then we have Karen Lunell of the 
'Liril' soap advertising fame, not for 
mention quite a few other Anglo 
who satisfactorily perform in th 
Pageants. Leander Paes, Vijay and Anand 
Amnritraj have shined in tennis, 


ards 


getting to 
-Indian young girls 


So far as the Anglo-Indian populace in 
the metropolitan cities is concerned, the first city 


€numerous beauty 


Tommy Wright 


that comes to mind is Kolkata, followed by 
Chennai, Mumbai. Bangalore, Mangalore, 
Hyderabad and Secunderabad and lastly, New 
Delhi. Eastern India has its own unique Anglo- 
Indian lifestyle. There are a large number al 
Anglo-Indian families who have settled down 
mainly in Khurda Road (Jatni), Cuttack, 
Kharagpur, Santragachi, Waltair, Vishakha- 
patnam, Jharsuguda, Adra and of course, 
Kolkata. These Anglo-Indians were mainly 
concentrated in the aforenamed places as the 
railway colonies of the erstwhile Bengal Nagpur 
Railways (B.N.R.), now known as the South 
Eastern Railways (SER), were located in the 
Eastern part of this country. 


After Independence, the Anglo-Indians 
who were still in service in their respective 
departments decided to stay on. Since the 1960s 
or thereabouts, there had been a slow but steady 
migration of the people of this community to the 
United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand in 
the quest for Proper and gainful employment 
Some of them, already had relatives in thes¢ 


foreign countries, who were willing to rehabilitate 
them. 


Khurda Road (Jatni) still has quite a few 
Anglo-Indian families. They are not many a” 
one can easily make a head count. The educated 
and Professionally trained boys and girls of this 


community in Khurda Road usually find suitable 


employment in some of the hotels and offices "" 
Bhubaneswar. Som 


‘Je the 
: € of them commute, whilet 
rest rent out small houses, 


The Anglo-Indians who are still in Vizag 
J harsuguda, Khar. 


agpur, Adra, Santragach!, 


eS 


Cuttack and Kolkata are somehow or the other 
eking outa livelihood. It is obvious that they had 
to stay on because they were not among the lucky 
few who got the chance of going abroad. 


Most of the remaining Anglo-Indians are 
today concentrated incentral Kolkata. And there 
isno denying the fact that the Anglo-Indian girls 
in Kolkata, Cuttack and Bhubaneswar make 
excellent stenographers and secretaries, especially 
in the private sector. As for the boys, quite a few 
of them, after having completed their basic 
education, manage to clinch a few sales jobs. In 
fact, both girls and boys of the Anglo-Indian 
community have found employment in some of 
the posh hotels in the cities -- Kolkata, 
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack or Vishakhapatnam. 


Another significant fact about this 
community is thatmany Anglo-Indians have taken 
up the noble profession of teaching. They have 
done justice to their vocation and teach in some 
of the reputed schools in Bhubaneswar, Kolkata, 
Cuttack and Vishakhapatnam. However, there is 
no denying the fact that some ofthe Anglo-Indian 


youngsters neglect their studies and join the bunch 


of uneducated waifs. A natural fallout of their initial 
to all sorts of 


callousness is that they run in # 
problems while trying to find employment. tne 


Anglo-Indians have also rendered exemplary and 
pioneering nursing services in the health sector in 
Orissa. 

ofthese people had won 
s for our country by 
ting talentin hockey, 
f them represented 


The forefathers 
many laurels and accolade: 
exhibiting their immense SP 
football and cricket. Some © 


the country from their respe¢ 
namely the Services, Posts and Telegraphs and 


the Railways. They also excelled in athletics. 
Some of the Anglo-Indians are 
ici rs. 
exceptionally talented musicians and croone 


i icali ments 
They are adept at all kinds of musical instru! ie 
--- drums, guitars, et al. In the seventies, 


opular 
tal ‘oians formed some very p 
ented musicia ‘igeat Groups" included a 


tive departments, 
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number of gifted crooners singing away to the 
accompaniment of the band. Aping the occidental 
lifestyle, they popularised .a certain trend in the 
seventies. Most of them sported very long and 
bushy sidebums and long and unkempt hair which 
was then considered the "in-thing". You could 
easily spot them in a crowd, wearing gaudy and 
garish-coloured shirts tucked into their flared and 
faded Levis' or Wranglers', either denims or 
corduroys. Well, that was in the 1970s. 


The craze for "Beat Groups" waned in 
the mid-eighties. Whatever these Anglo-Indian 
boys used to earn by entertaining people, came 
to nought. Left with no work, these youngsters 
just loafed around. While the girls who had 
worked hard at shorthand and typing simply 
cakewalked into secretarial jobs in the private 
sector offices, the ones who were left jobless, 
simply idled away their time. 

It is heartening to note that some leading 
lights of the Anglo-Indian community like Mr. Neil 
O'Brien (nominated M.P.) and his wife, Ms. Gillian 
Hart (Principal of the Welland Gouldsmith High 
School, Kolkata, and also a nominated Member 
of the Legislative Council of the West Bengal 
Assembly), and quite a few other well-placed, 
affluent and philanthropic Anglo-Indians continue 
to do their best in their relentless efforts to do 
good to the community and the country as a 


whole. 

One feels, it is high time the several 
Churches, the innumerable Christian N.G.Os as 
well as the clergy started doing something for the 
uplift of their less fortunate brethren. Moreover, 
the resolute will to stave off extinction must be 


aroused. 

Another common feature is that when 
an Anglo-Indian boy gets married, he and his wife 
decide to live all by themselves. May be, they 
want to assert their freedom. A few couples live 
independently; a few others live with their parents. 
After all, living in the extended family has its own 
fun and togetherness which serve as a great 


binding factor. In such families, which are units 
by themselves, one will always find one helping 
out another. Care for one and all is reciprocated 
with a great deal of warmth and affection. This 
aspect, of course, is subject to the couple living 
and working in the same town or city. 


The Anglo-Indians are very much in the 
mainstream; they educate themselves, become 


ss 


ue, Law, F; isherie 


2001. Hon'ble Minister, I & P.R., Shri Duy 
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PRESS DAY 2001 


essing the audience 


"ector, | & P R 


computer literate in keeping with the Information 
Technology age and retrain from isolating 
themselves from their immediate non Anglo-Indian 
neighbours. This will do a lot of good to them. 


Tommy Wright lives at'Peace Villa, Pension Lane, Buxi 
Bazar, Cuttack 753001, 


F : Rags 
secant, me <a: 
8 Anna Bini 


a ae é 
. | Resources Development, Shri 
: Gain Bhavan on November 16, 
; ’ Prasanna Kumar Patsani, M.P. 


“™ are present. 


Eid, the Festival of Piety, 
Patience and Harmony 


Shah Md. Ashraf Ali 


Festivals play an important role in enriching the 
social life in India. They foster goodwill and 
harmony among the people belonging to different 
religious faiths. Most festivals have their origin in 
religion. Eid-ul-Fitr is a festival which symbolises 
piety, patience and fortitude. It comes after the 
month-long fasting in the holy month of Ramzan. 


Ramzan falls in the ninth month of the lunar 
calendar, when Muslims from all over the world 
devote themselves fully to the act of devotion or 
Ibadaah. They are full of love and reverence or 


Taqwa towards Allah, the creator. Muslims - 


practise abstinence from food and marital 
relations during this month. Ramzan is an 
auspicious month for them because it was in this 
month that Allah revealed the Holy book, Al- 
Qur’an, to Prophet Muhammad through Angel 
Jibrail, which was later transmitted to others. In 
SurahAl-Baqarah, it is stated that the Qur'an 
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which was revealed by Allah provides a 
comprehensive guidance for mankind. It helps the 
people to distinguish the right from the wrong. 


The famous Jang-e Bad’r between the 


. forces of Prophet Muhammad and the army of 


the Quraish tribe took place on the outskirts of 
the city of Medina during the month of Ramzan. 


‘In this historic battle, Muhammad’s army 
~ comprising only 313 people defeated the huge 


army of the opponents. It marked a turning point 
for the eventual victory of Islam in the Arabian 


peninsula. 


Ramzan is the month of mercy and self- 
restraint. It is observed as a month of forgiveness 
when Muslims seek Allah’s blessings. It is in this 
month that Allah opens all the gates to the heaven 
and orders to close all the gates to hell. Allah 
accepts repentance from those who pray with all 
sincerity and steadfastness of purpose and 
dedicate themselves to the cause of Islam. 


_ There are rigid procedures for the 
observance of Ramzan from sunrise to sunset by 
able-bodied Muslims. However, there are 
exceptions and waivers for certain categories of 


- people. Persons travelling, old people, and those 


who are sick or convalescing are not required to 
observe the fasting. > 


Apart from the mandatory prayers five 
times a day, devotees are expected to do the 
additional Taraweeh prayers at night ina mosque. 
The congregational nature of such prayer brings 
a sense of universal brotherhood, cutting across 
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class lines. Some Muslims do /tikaf which 
requires spending the last 10 days of Ramzan 
inside the premises of a mosque, devoting 
themselves exclusively to the study of the Quran 
and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad. 


After a day's fasting, people take food 
inthe evening. Their hearts become filled with a 
sense of gratitude to Allah, who has made all 
provision for their needs. In this way they become 
fully aware of Allah’s bounty and benevolence. 
They offer their thanks to Him. This feeling of 
dependence on God’s grace also makes them 
adopt a properly circumspect attitude to life. This 
kind of awareness is required of believers 
throughout their lives. 


This holy month a period of introspection 
on the part ofa person fasting, He ponders over 
his weaknesses, which he correct accordingly and 
as aresult, emerge be spiritually stronger, As an 
act of piety, Muslims develop a sense of empathy 
towards fellow human beings and extend 
cooperation to them in their hours of need. It is in 
this month that Muslims observe a special night 
of worship known as Lailatul Oadr. 


It falls on one of the last nights having an 
odd number. The Qur‘an tells us that worship on 
this night is better than that ofa thousand months. 


Ramzan, a month of restraint and 
worship, of caring and thanksgiving, of repentance 
and piety, gives the people the message that they 


should remain conscious of God throughout their 
lives. 


The end of Ramzan is celebrated with 
festive gaiety on the day of Id-ul-Fitr, a day when 
Muslims from all walks of life congregate in the 
mosque for the morning prayer. They wear new 
clothes and exchange greetings, saying, Jd 
Mubarak, congratulating a fellow Muslim on the 
successful completion of fasting. 


Community gathering as part of 
cementing social relations is the purpose of these 


. 
congregations. After the prayers, there isa iat | 
intermingling, embracing and exchanging the 
greeting. While going back to their houses and 
after having embraced the people awaiting, 
people belonging to various faiths, they buy 
sweets for their friends. At some places, near the 
Eidgahs, non-Muslim brethren from all walks of 
life make special arrangements forthe customary 
Eid greetings. 


The spirit of self-introspection, self- 
criticism, self-correction and self-motivation 
pervades the period from Ramzan to Eid. It 1s 
believed that Prophet Muhammed celebrated Eid 
along with his friends and relatives after the victory 
of the battle of Jang-e-Bad'r. 


The Hadiths, Sahi Muslim and Bukhari 
Sharif mention that the first Eid was celebrated 
on March 27, 624 AD or the 2nd of the Hijri 
calendar. It was the Prophet who declared that 
Eid-ul-Fitr and Rid-ul-Zuha would be the 
community’s two festivals. The name Eid-ul-Fitr 
comes from the word 'Fitra' which means charity 
equivalent to the cost of 1.65 kg. of wheat per 
person, supposed to be given by a devotee before 
going for the prayers. Eid is thus an occasion when 
every Muslim is required to giv@certain amount 
of alms known as Sadgatul Fitr for the benefit 
of needy fellows of the society to enable them to 
participate in the celebrations. 


Eid promotes the idea that an individual 
can be happy only ifhe contributes to the collective 
happiness of the society. For the Eid prayers the 
people wear their best clothes and go to Eidgahs 
and mosques. Merely celebrating Eid without 
bothering about the plight of the neighbours is not 
the true spirit of Eid. Prophet Muhammed always 
made sure that the widows, the disadvantaged 
and the needy, were able to share the joys of Eid. 


Eid provides the people an occasion to 
see if they have contributed to the well-being of 
the people in the society. Although it is a day of 
happiness, there is no squandering of wealth, or 
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gambling. Gratitude is one of the fundamental In India, festivals like Dusserah, Diwali, 
values that Islam inculcates in the people. Eid-u/- Holi, Christmas and Eid are occasions of 
Fitr is celebrated to express gratitude to God for communal harmony and togetherness. Eid has 
enabling the faithful to observe fasts for a month. also become a symbol of communal concord. 


, } Eid-Milans are conducted by people from all 
Seeing the Eid prayer, therenownedpoct —_ walks of life. Eid also conveys the message of 

Iqbal once said, “Ek hi saf mein khare ho gaye ~ feljow feeling. 
Mehmood-o-Ayaz/Na koi banda raha na koi 
banda nawaz.” (In one queue are standing the king 
and the pauper/ Discrepancy of the ruled and the 
ruled isn’t there). The spectacle of millions of 
people bowing to God at an Eidgah is a wonderful 


sight. 


ee eee ee ee 
Shah Md. Ashraf Ali lives at Okil Manjil, Sunderpada, 
Bhubaneswar. F 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Speaker, 


Shri Sarat Kumar Kar and Hon'ble Minister for Panchayati Raj, 


Shri Surendra Nath Naik at Iftar party organised by the BJD I 
minority cell at Bhubaneswar on December 14, 2001. 


NONRIGHT TO INFORMATION 


become everybody's business and the cost of 
oject costs. It should be viewed as a tool of 
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CONSULTATIO 


ation dissemination should 
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dShriR. Balakrishnan, 
t, while speaking at a two-day State- 
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sto discuss the need fora legislation on 
on the role of the civil society. 


Inform: 
doing so should b 
empowerment, sai 
Relations Departmen 
‘Right to Information 1n 

The objective of the meet wa 
rmation and to deliberate 
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Mahalaxmi : The Goddess of Wealth 


In Puri, the temple of Goddess Mahalaxmi was 
built behind the main temple of Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra and Subhadra. It gives us the message 
that for obtaining 'Anna' or 'Gyana' or ‘Nirvana’ 
one has to do efforts in his life. Ifhis efforts are 
noble and sincere, he would undoubtedly be 


crowned with success. This success or 


achievement is nothing but Wealth, which has been 
named "Laxmi" in scriptures. When it is obtained 
in the shape of noble qualities ofman or prosperity, 
itis known as 'Dibyalaxm1' (heavenly wealth) and 
when in the shape of matter, it is called 'Vastu 
Laxmi'(material wealth). 


Goddess Mahalaxmi is worshipped in 
eight main shapes such as (1) Adyalaxmi, (2) 
Bhogalaxmi, (3) Vidyalaxmi, (4) Satyalaxmi, (5) 
Saubhagyalaxmi, (6) Amrutalaxmi, (7) 
Kamalaxmi and (8) Yogalaxmi. 


The Goddess has blessed the man and 
appeared before him in many ways and in many 
shapes. Her eight shapes are described below : 


1. Adyalaxmi: Initial Wealth 


Man has been blessed with this wealth 
in the following ways and shapes : 


(i) Dhanalaxmi : Wealth of Money 


It is achieved in the shape of money, 
previously it was 'Cowrie'- the small seashells, 
afterwards coins of metals and paper notes, 


(ii) Bhulaxmi : Wealth of Landed Properties 


Land is obtained for cultivation and 
building houses 


Dibakar Mishra 


(it) Dhanyalaxmi : Wealth of Crops 


This wealth, also. known = as 


"Shasyalaxmi", is obtained from fields. 
(iv) Golaxmi : Wealth of Cattles 


This includes domestic animals such as 
COWS, OX€N, goats, camels, buffaloes and horses. 


(v) Gajalaxmi : Wealth of Elephants 


2. Bhogalaxmi : The Wealth of Comforts, 
Leisure and Happiness : 


When the initial requirements of man 
Were fulfilled he did not remain contented with 
the basic needs available to him : the food obtained 
from the fields to eat, the barks of trees or the 
Coarse clothes to wear, the bones of sea animals 


and the beads to use as ornaments, the poor 


Cottages to live in, the dry leaves of trees to write 
books, the sea shells to use as coins, the slow 
Moving pet anim 


ee e 
als to use as vehicles and th 
Manual | 


abour for doing everything. 
M 


4n wanted delicious food to eat, fin’ 
clothes to 


Wear, jewellery to adorn the body; 
better houses to live in 


metals to make coins and 
moving vehicles for pr 
machinery to help him in 
comfort, enj Oyment, leis 


Papers to write books. 
household articles, ae 
ompt conveyance’ al 
work for his satisiacuon- 
ure and happiness. 

Bhogalaxmi appears in the following 


to bless the man (devotee) who 
us, sincere and honest in performing his 


shapes 
industri 
deeds. 


r— 


(i) Shilpa Laxmi : Industrial Wealth 


‘ Obtained by running industries of various 
orms by the enthusiastic entrepreneurs. 


(ii) Banijyalaxmi : Commercial Wealth 


It is told in ancient scriptures that Laxmi 
fully incommerce, its halfin agriculture and 
half of the half in royal service. The things obtained 
from begging are not considered as wealth. 
(iii) Bhugarbhalaxmt : Underground Wealth 
Sh This is obtained when underground water 
18 lifted for use, natural gas for cooking and 
Industrial purposes and oil for running machines, 
motors, vehicles on ground, ships on seas and 


planes in sky. 
(iv) Khanijalaxmi : Mineral Wealth 


Obtained from excavation of mines 1n 


shape of fuels like coals, metals, valuable stones 
and chemicals. 
(v) Kanakalaxmi : Wealth of Gold 

diamond, 


Obtained in the shape of gold, 


chrysolite, cinnamon, moonst 
amethyst, sapphire, ruby; topaz, 
emerald, bloodstone, crystals an 


Precious stones. 


one, sardonyx, 
garnet, quartz, 
d many other 


an Wealth 


The ocean is told Ratnakar', which 
means treasure of gems a? Is. precious 
gems suchas pearls, corals, etc. are obtained from 
Seas only. Hence Laxmi, the daughter 
God, 'Varuna' appeared at the time of churning 


the ocean by the Gods and Demons. 
(Vii) Banalaxmi : Forest Wealth 


Obtained in the shape © 
leaves, fruits, flowets> seed 
their skins, bones and yariou 
shrubs, juices and gums: 

;; Wealth of 


"Vidya’, in ancient times, w 
I 


(Vi) Sagaralaxmi : Oce 


Learning - 
as considered 


fall. It is still the wealth 


3. Vidyalaxm 


to be the greatest wealth 0 
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of wealths. As there are innumerable branches of 
learning, 'Vidyalaxmi' can come in any shape to” 
the man trying to achieve Her. Some of Her 
important shapes are furnished below. 


(i) Gyanalaxmi : W ealth of Knowledge 

Itis the knowledge ofa subject. 
(ii) Pragnyalaxmi : Wealth of Wisdom 

This is the ability of making right use of 
knowledge, giving correct decision or judgement 
and doing things skillfully. 
(iii) Bi gyanalaxmi : Wealth of Scientific Knowledge 

Allscientific investigations, inventions and 
wonderful achievements are the various shapes 
of 'Bi gyanalaxm'. 
(iv) Buddhilaxmi : Wealth of Intelligence 

This is the high mental power for thinking 
intellectually. 
(vy) Kavyalaxmi : Wealth of Poetic Knowledge 

This also includes literatures, dissertations 
and compositions of various types. 
(vi) Kalalaxmi : Wealth of Artistic Knowledge 

In ancient scriptures, sixty four types of 

arts have been mentioned. Music, dancing, acting 
and paintings are also included in these arts. 
(vii) Sthapatyalaxmi : Wealth of Sculptural 
Knowledge 

This is the art of carving or engraving on 
stones which has been mentioned in scriptures 
This also includes the carving or cutting of the 
designs on woods. 
4, Satya Laxmi : Wealth of Truth and 
Character : 

This wealth is achieved in the f i 

e foll 

different shapes : one 
(i) Sheela Laxmi: Wealth of Character 

This wealth is also called 'Charitralaxmi' 
A good character is essential for man to adhieve 


Orissa Review # December - 2001 


everything in life. It is also told by great persons 
of the past that everything is there if character is 
there; everything is lost if character is lost. This 
wealth is obtained in the shape of truthfulness, 
kindness, forgiveness, modesty, unselfishness, 
disinterestedness, reverence, contentment, 
endurance, restrain, ete. 

(ii) Gauraba Laxmi: Wealth of Glory 


This wealth is achieved automatically 
when the man becomes accomplished with all the 
above heavenly qualities. 

(iil) Vijaya Laxmi: Wealth of Victory 


This wealth is obtained through heroism, 
courageousness, boldness, restraintment, 
industriousness, sense of duty and devotion to 
duty. 


(iv) Saundarya Laxmi: Wealth of Beauty 


The person is told to have achieved this 
wealth or considered to be actually beautiful ifall 
the above noble qualities and characters are 
reflected in his/her face or appearance or 
activities. If not he/she is not at all considered to 
be beautiful only from the structural point of view, 


5. Saubhagya Laxmi: Wealth of Prosperity 


This wealth is obtained through constant 
efforts, perseverance, industry, truthfulness, 
unselfishness and virtue, If also comes in several 
different shapes as mentioned below. 

(i) Samruddhi Laxmi: Affluent Wealth 


Affluence is achieve 


‘d when the works are 
done successfully, 


(ii) Siddhi Laxmi: Accomplished Wealth 


Achieved when the works are 


oved done in 
Correct way with sincerity, 
(iii) Subha Laxmi: Auspicious Wealth 

Achieved when the works are considered 


to be the sacred duty ofm 


an and is dedicated to 
the Almighty Lord. 


(iv) Labha Laxmi: Wealth of Profit 


This wealth ts obtained by accepting the 
policy ofmmimum profitand maximum supply and 
that too giving full beneficial satisfaction to the 
users. 


(Vv) Samrajya Laxmi: Imperial Wealth 


This wealth is obtained by the kings and 
emperors ofa royalistic reign or by the subjects 
ofa republican reign from their noble character, 
heroism and ideal administration, 


(vi) Aiswarya Laximi : Opulent Wealth 


This wealth is of cight kinds and can be 
achieved by pious and virtuous men. 


(vil) Barada Laxmi: Wealth of Boon 
This wealth is obtained from full 
satisfaction of others. 


6. Amruta Laxmi : Reviving or Inspiring 
Wealth 


When the human body becomes tired, 
weak, worn out, diseased and damaged and the 
mind becomes inactive, upset and out of order, 
they require to be invigorated, strengthened, 
revived, inspired and made active again. 


For this reason ‘Amrit! was sought for 
and the water of the whole ocean was churned 
out by the Gods and Giants jointly. 


This wealth is obtainable in the following 
shapes. 


(1) Bhesaja Laxmi : Medicinal Wealth 


Obtained in shape of '‘Bhesaja’ from 
from which various medicines are 
prepared to cure the diseases, repair the damaged 
health and bring the mind into order. 


(ii) Arogya Laxmi: Wealth of Cure 


Nature 


Obtained when the diseased body gets 
cured, damaged health repaired, weakened, 


Strength revived and the upset mind brought into 
order and inspired. 


7. Kama Laxmi : Wealth of Noble Desires 


Here 'Kama' is 'Satkamana’. When man 
becomes rich with this wealth he can reach the 
level of Gods, rising from the level of an ordinary 
man. To achieve excellence, eminence, 
superiority, greatness and perfection of this wealth 
is essentially required of every bod 
‘Kama’ or 'Kamana' spreads complete 
inactiveness which is equivalent to death. Out of 
four basic aims of human life (Dharma, Artha, 
Kama, and Mokshya), the 'Kama' is in the third 
aspect and it plays an important role to achieve 
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8. Yoga Laxmi : Wealth of Moral Power 


"Y oga' is a process for uniting the human 
soul with the Universal soul by way of 
contemplation. Great moral power is derived 
through continuous meditation, concentration and * 
contemplation. Apart from that, "Yoga' gives man 
enormous strength to gain control over the 
passions and fight all the obstructions and 
impediments of human life. 


Srimad Bhagabat Geeta has defined 
"Yoga' as the skill to achieve success in all walks 


oflife. 


'purusartha’. 

But one is to be very cautious while 
advancing with this wealth (Kamana), as there is 
every possibility of his being dragged ou from 

Jassi i rusna’ og A ee 
ee oaeeas elie ome ultimate Dibakar Mishra lives at A-82, Nilakantha Nagar, 
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Suryamani Jena, MLA, Shri J.N. Mitra, MLA, 


Prayer, Japa and Meditation are the three modes 
of attaining salvation in life. Although they appear 
to be different from each other, they are in fact 
different stages for attaining salvation. In the order 
of adulation of the merciful Lord, prayer comes 
first, Japa comes next and Meditation comes as 
the third step on this score. 


Prayer 


Prayer is the effort of a devotee to 
communicate with God. It isa mighty spiritual 
force. Itis associated with devotion to God. When 
the kitten mews, the cat runs to it. Similarly, when 
the devotee cries, the Lord comes to his rescue. 
When an individual is battered by sorrow, he cries 
for the help of the merciful Lord. He raises his 
hand in utter despair to besiege his mercy. He 
beats his chest; he beats his head and begs the 
Lord of his grace to save him from his miserable 
plight. He chants spiritual verses, eulogizing His 
glory and divine power. Thereafter he asks Him 
for what he needs to overcome his problem. This 
is called prayer. 


Ag can be noted from this, prayer has 
two phases of adulation. The first phase is known 
as 'Stuti'. In this state, the devotee sings the glory 
of the Lord. In the second phase, he prays to the 
Lord to grant his needs to overcome his sorrow, 
This is called respectful and unpretentious 
supplication. In this part of worship, the devotee 
may beg the Almighty of his love and mercy. He 


may also beg wealth, power, position and success 
An life. 
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Prayer, Japa & Meditation 


Durgamadhab Dash 


Prayer can be made at any point of time. 
It is the key in the hands of faith to unlock the 
Heaven's store-house of spiritual power. Mahatma 
Gandhi once said that Prayer was the most 
resplendent star in his life. He used to say that he 
could forego his food but not prayer which was 
for him the only, sadhana to attain eternal bliss. 


Prayer enlightens the mind. It fills the mind 
with sacredness and purity. When Draupadi most 
ardently prayed to Lord Krishna to save her from 
disgrace when she was disrobed in the court of 
Dhritarashtra, the Lord came to her rescue and 
saved her from her distress. The power and effect 
of prayer defies one's description. Devotees alone 
know its divine value. 


The blind, the deaf, the lame - all can pray 
because prayer belongs a devotee's heart and it 
has nothing to do with his body. Prayer does not 
demand high intelligence and eloquence. An 
illustrious poet in Oriya says in prayer : "Oh, my 
Lord! What shall I offer to you in my prayer? 
Everything I see inand around my surrounding 1s 
your creation. The flowers, the fruits, the light - 
all these are your creations only. Shall [ not commit 
impiety and unrighteousness if | offer to you in 
my prayer the objects of your own creation? We 
find in the note of this prayer an unfathomable 
emotion of the devotee who is intensely in search 
of offering something which is not the creation of 
the Lord. In answer, he says that his offerings may 
be for that matter, the negative qualities of his own 
character which are the results of his own karma. 


Weare responsible for our karma and 


we should hold anyone else responsible for it. This 
1 


is the quintessence of prayer. 


eS 


The Lord at once hears the prayer that 
comes from the core of a sincere heart. He 
responds to the appeal of his sincere devotees. 
Prayer works miracles. It can move a mountain. 
Inthe science of healing, healing by prayer is said 
to be miraculous and mysterious. There is an 
instance where the Medical Board ofa hospital 
had declared a patient hopeless but prayer cured 
him ofhis ailment miraculously. 


A pot of burning oil was poured on 
Prahallad. He only prayed to the Lord. He was 
saved from the untoward situation by the grace 
of the all merciful Lord. Namadev prayed to his 
God, Vittoul and He came to him to partake of 
his food. Ekanath prayed to Hari and He 
appeared before him and revealed His form to 
him. These are not fictitious stories, but the real 
€xperiences of the great spiritual masters of the 
World. 
und by any strict 
line should be the 
everybody's life. 
and any place. 


é Prayer is not bo 
discipline, although discip 
tudimentary guiding principle in 
Prayer can be done at any time 
Scriptures, however, Say that prayer done 1n 
Brahma muhurta i.e. between 4 and 5 AM is 
Most disciplined and most effective in nature. 
Prayer offered at the mid day should be around 
12 noon to 12.30 PM. Prayer offered in the 
evening should be between 6:30 PM and7 PM. 


Once a devotee asked H.H: Swamt 
Sivananda Saraswati Maharaj about the ming 
and place of prayer. Swamijee said that since 
prayer is related to the discipline of heart, itcan 
be practised at any point of time, at any place 
and at any juncture of one's life, if the devotee 1S 
Prepared to receive the Lord in the abode of his 
heart, Just as a king is nO king without subjects, a 


i iver no river 
flower no flower without fragrance, ariver no 
f ithout celibacy, 


shorn of water anda mannoman WI 
similarly life isno life without prayer: 
George Muller, a devout philanthropist, 
had utmost faith in prayer His example even today 
stands as the testifying sentinel to articulate the 
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might of prayer under helpless situations of life. 
Muller had established hundreds of orphanages 
all over Europe. All those philanthropic institutions, 
he once said, were managed by the grace’of the 
Almighty Lord. Once in an orphanage, there was 
no provision of ration. The manager informed 
Muller about the problem. Muller was least 
perturbed. Lunch-time ofthe inmates was drawing 
near. Muller, however, instructed the manager to 
lay the plates for the inmates. The manager was 
surprised for a while. However, as per the 
instructions of Muller, the manager arranged the 
table for lunch. Just then, a public carrier carrying 
huge pots of dishes halted in front of the 
orphanage and the driver unloaded the pots; 
Muller then was deeply immersed in prayer. 
Lunch was served to the inmates. The messenger 
also delivered to the institution a packet of 
currency notes and the address of the person who 
had sent the money and food. Later, it was 
revealed that a rich person had arranged a big 
party fora gathering ofimportant persons of his 
city. The programme could not materialise on 
account ofan unavoidable situation. So, the host 
of the party had to send the entire stock of food 
and some money to the orphanage. When Muller 
was asked to explain the miracle, he said that it 
was the gift of God which could be possible 
because of his intense prayer. 

Bhava is the soul of prayer. A devotee 
while sitting in prayer should feel that the Lord is 
very close to him. His effulgence is radiated within 
his mind. The Lord is the mentor of all action. 
This is known as total surrender at the lotus feet 


of the Lord. 


Japa 

Japa is the second step of worship. In 
the scriptures of Sanatan Dharma, Japa is 
described as repetition of the name of the Lord. 
Japa may be Upansu Japa or Manasik Japa. 
In Upansu Japa, the devotee repeats the name 
of the Lord a bit loudly. In Manasik Japa the 
name of the Lord is repeated inmind. In this form, 


atl 


one cannot hear the sound of utterance of His 
name. Manasik Japa is said to be the best form 
of worship. 


In Japa, we repeat the name of the Lord 
followed by a mantra. A mantra, as the 
implication of the term obtains, is the composite 
form of Lord's name, twined with the reverential 
obeisance of the devotee. For example, when we 
chant, "Om Namah Narayanaya", it means 
prostration unto Lord Narayan in utmost 
reverential humility. The name of the Lord chanted 
in any form, correctly or incorrectly, sincerely or 
insincerely, is sure to give the desired result, 
bringing the aspirant in blissful communion with 
the Almighty Lord. 


A mantra is divinely encashed in a sound 
structure, its divine power manifesting ina sound 
body. In case of every mantra there is a Rishi 
who has attained self realization through repetitions 
of the said mantra. Viswamitra Rishi, for 
example, was the sage in the case of Gayatri 
Mantra. A mantra has a particular Devata as its 
informing power. A mantra again has got a bija 
or seed. This gives special power to the mantra. 
In Japa, the repetition of a mantra creates 
spiritual vibration inside the aspirant and the 
aspirant gets a superb spiritual thrilling. The 
repetition carries him to his Istadey, Every mantra 
has a Kilaka which plugs Mantra chaitanya that 
is hidden in the mantra. By constant repetition, 
the plug of Kilaka is removed to reveal the 
Mantra-Chaitanya. The devotee thereafter gets 
the vision of his Istadevata. Mantra Dikhya is very 
important in Japa-yoga. This means initiation in 
to a Divine Name. For that, the devotee has to 
choose his own Guru. Who is adored as God 
incarnate on the earth? While initiating a mantra 
the Guru awakens in his disciple the Mantra 
Chaitanya, hidden in the mantra. 


If one cannot get a Guru, one can select 
the mantra of one's Istadev and recite the same 
as if he is initiated into His name. In this process 
also, the order of initiation is complete and one 
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can attain God-realisation if one recites the 
mantra with love and devotion. One should 
repeat only one mantra in one's life time. It is 
prohibited to recite one mantra in the morning, 
another in the afternoon and still another in the 
evening. 


A mantra is as powerful as any other 
mantra, fan aspirant adores all gods, his Ista 
will be Narayan, because Narayan is the 
embodiment of all gods. Ifa devotee worships 
Krishna, he should repeat the mantra of Krishna 
and see all Devas in the form of Lord Krishna. 


Japa should be done at early dawn and 
dusk. Sattwa bhay is predominant in the 
atmosphere during these hours of a day. One 
should sit on a blanket or Ausa grass-seat facing 
either the north or the east while doing japa in 
spiritual sadhana. Sitting on the floor is not 
advised for meditation. The reason is that when 
Japa is done, the devotee is charged with a 
spiritual aura. This like a wave of energy passing 
across the body. So during this stage of sadhana, 
the body should not touch the earth. Prayer should 
be done before Japa is undertaken. The prayer 
should be related to the Istadev whose name is 
recited in Japa. 


Again while doing japa, each letter of the 
mantra should be distinctly recited. The recitation 
should not be too fast or too slow. Only when the 
mind wanders, which is quite likely during the 
preliminary stage of sadhana, one may recite the 
mantra a bit fast and loudly. This will bring the 
mind back to its original state. 


It is often experienced that when a 
devotee sits for japa, he may feel sleepy while 
repeating the mantra. When one faces such a 
State of mind, he may hum the Ista Mantra to 
counteract the monotony in meditation. Mantra 
should be kept secret. It should not be told to 
any body. H.H. Swami Sivananda Saraswati 
Maharaj has advised in this connection that the 


spiritual aspirant should not leave the place of 


worship immediately after the Japa is over. He 


we 


minutes, hum some stuti to adjust his mind to the 
outside surrounding and then leave the place for 
any other work. This will help conserve the body- 
electricity generated by Japa in the entire physical 
system. 


Japa can be Likhit Japa, in which the 
mantra of the Istadev is written in a notebook to 
be separately maintained for the purpose. This 
could be for half an hour or we may write the 
Mantra at least 108 times a day. By this, we 
develop a wonderful power of concentration. 
"Mauna" (silence) should be observed while 
doing Likhit Japa. The Mantra can be written in 
any language, according to the convenience of 
the devotee. There is no restriction on this score. 


Normally Japa should be done at one 
place regularly. But Manasik Japa can be done 
anywhere and at any time. There is no restriction 
of time and place. 


Last but not the least, Japa should be 
done without any material desire. Leading a 
virtuous life is not sufficient to attain realisation. It 
is only one of the ways, which prepares the 
devotee to reach that goal. A good virtuous life 
enkindles in the spiritual aspirant an urge for 
meditation to reach the goal of life. 


Meditation 


The word 'meditation,' is the divine means 
of maintaining consciousness and keeping the 
mind closed to all worldly thoughts. In meditation, 
the mind of the spiritual aspirant is only made open ~ 
to the divine thoughts and divine consciousness 
of the Lord. Meditation is adopted as yoga in the 
Geeta. Yoga, in its literal connotation, means ‘to 
join, So meditation, is the means, through which 
the mind reaches God or the Jivatma joins 
Paramatma. Meditation is based on the 
W derstanding that every human being has two 
aspects of his or her persona 
the other is mind. Body is the 
human being. Jivatma is sea 


lity. One is body and 
outer cover of the 
ted in the human 
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should sit for a while, do prayer for about 10 body as a resplendent flicker of Paramatma. ’ 


Jivatma, in the river of life, is basically headed 
towards Paramatma. This is its inherent nature. 
It ig meditation that leads Jivatma, towards 
Paramatma in its divine sojourn. 


Mindis the central apparatus of the body. 
Mind is the medium through which meditation is 
practised. Mind is basically fickle in nature. An 
uncontrolled mind is a major nuisance to all 
problems of life. It is only meditation that can 
discipline the fickle mind. Meditation teaches that 
the body which is composed of the five natural 
elements is the sacred abode of the soul. The 
human body is also the illustrious medium of 
Sadhana. For this reason, body should be kept 
healthy and fit though yogic Asanas and 
Pranayam. Hence meditation, which modulates 
this process, is the awareness of this metaphysical 
self and absorption of one's mind in the 
consciousness of God through concentration, Japa 
and Yogi Asana. Meditation is thus a technique 
of self exploration in the divine mission of human 
life. pes 

Before taking recourse to meditation, the 
spiritual aspirant is first supposed to have the basic 
understanding what is meant by the Jivatma and 
Paramatma or, in other words, the soul and the 
supreme soul and the definite delineation between 
the two. With the summary grasps of the 
metaphysics on this score, one can understand 
well that Jiyatma is man's immortal self and 
Paramatma is God; the immortal existence. 
Jivatma, in this sense is "an infinitesimal point of 
conscient and immortal light." Mind, intellect and 
Sanskars (personality traits) are the three aspects 
of consciousness of the soul. The soul is seated in 
the body ofa human being and is ever-luminous 
unit of conscient energy, which can never be 
annihilated. Itis divine in nature and potentiality. 
It is eternally existent. 


Ina properly directed spiritual order, the 
soul is apt to traverse along in its divine mission 
to merge in the Paramatma whom we call in 


\ 


different names, such as, God, the all merciful 
Lord, Allah, and so on. 


God has no physical form. He is above 
life and death. He is full of bliss and ever ready to 
help those who help themselves to seek his mercy. 
God is the totality ofall that exists animate and 
inanimate, sentient and insentient. He is 
omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. God is 
the only realjty in this universe and everything else 
is temporary in existence. God is the end-all and 
be-all of all yoga sadhanas, as propounded in the 
scriptures. God, Immortality, Freedom, Salvation, 
Mokshya, Peace, Bliss, Love-all these 
synonymous terms and mean only the supreme 
soul. ; 


But peculiarly enough, every spiritual 
aspirant has different concepts about God. The 
God ofa Vaishnavite-Hindu is Lord Krishna with 
the magic flute in his hands. The God ofa Saivite- 
Hindu is Lord Siva in the form of'Lingam' in the 
middle of Shakti. Similarly, the God ofa Muslim 
is supreme Allah. The God of a Christian is the 
all-merciful Lord in the name of Jesus Christ. 
These are only various concepts about God. In 
the Geeta, Bhagwan Krishna says, "I appear 
before the devotee in whichever form he worships 
me." Thus, since God is the transcendental reality, 
there cannot be any laboratory proof about His 
existence. The theory of Godhood is thus related 
to the phenomena of mystic reality. He can be 
worshipped or meditated upon with form or 
without form. ; 


There are two theories about the practice 
of meditation. One is meditation on Saguna 
Brahma and the other is meditation on Nirguna 


Brahma. In the meditation on "Saguna Brahma’, 


the devotee concentrates his mind on the form of 


his 'Istadev'. In the meditation on 'Nirguna 
Brahma’, the devotee concentrates on the 
effulgence of the Lord, his qualities and the 
vastness of his creation. 


In either case, while in meditation One is 
to sit in a lonely place either in padmasana or 
siddhasan or sukhasan according to the 
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convenience of the spiritual aspirant. During this 
period, he should free himself from all emotions, 
desires and impulses of the mind, by subjugating 
the senses of the physical system. The mind should 
rest in peace. Thoughts of God alone should flow 
in the mind of the devotee. The devotee should 
then have the mental image of the lord before ne 
begins his meditation. He may place the image of 
his 'Istadev' on a point midway between the 
eyebrows or on the lotus of his heart without 
straining the eyes and the brain. Under no 
circumstance the mind should be held under 
stringent pressure. The period of meditation should 
be gradually increased. To start with it may be 
continued for five minutes. It may extend up t0 
30 minutes in a day. It is important to remember 
that the human mind is like a grasshopper. It Is 
apt to jump for one thought to another in quick 
Succession, Itis very difficult to hold the mind 
under control at the initial stage of meditation. The 
spiritual aspirant should not be perturbed about 
this inconvenience. By a disciplined and regulat 
practice, the mind can be gradually brought under 
effective control, 


For meditation, everything must be 
rendered sanwik. The food, the place of worship; 
the clothing of the devotee and all such ancillary 
conditions should be satwic in nature. Meditation 
should be done between 4 AM and 5 AM. It 
may also be done three times a day provided that 
the mind is free from the worldly thoughts. hoon 
will get Anand in meditation only if the health 1s 
Sound and the devotee is mentally free. 


We may do meditation with or without 
Japa. In the Meditation followed by Japa W* 
repeat the manira of Istadey for sometime. 
then concentrate our mind on the splendour 0 
God. In this State, one experiences bliss ee 
can not be described in words. 


In the meditation on 'Nirguna Brahm 
We should fee] our close proximity to the 
resplendence of the Lord. In this form, there !§ 
no barrier between time and space. In the 
Meditation Session, the devotee ought to have the 


feeling that he is not the mind, not the body; he is 
the radiant and immortal soul with qualities of 
peace. He should also feel that he has come to 
this phenomenal world from a spiritual region 
Which is known as the “paramdham", filled with 
divine crimson light, serenity and calm. 

] Meditation is a powerful tonic. Meditation 
iskey to success in life. Regular meditation unfolds 
the path to institutional knowledge. The physicians 
have discovered of late that meditation, by easing 
the tension ofthe mind, can cure 50% ofacritical 
disease like Blood Pressure, Hyper tension, Ulcer, 
Diabetics. Nothing can disturb a devotee ifhe 
regularly practises meditation. One should 


practise meditation for a couple of minutes every 
r as frequently as 
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consciousness of God as much and as best as 
one can, to annihilate vice. 


' Sorrow and happiness 

poignant realities of life. in the Hehe 
sorrow comes, happiness is not far behind So 
sorrow is as short as happiness. This is ie 
cardinal truth of life. This is the go of the world 
So in every situation of life, one should neither inl 
overwhelmed by happiness nor perturbed b 
sorrow. Prayer, Japa and Meditation can cant 
usasteady life and lead us on the path of Sadhana 
to attain salvation in this life. 


2 0 SS 
Durga Madhab Dash lives at C-80, Palaspalli 
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possible. One should try to maintain Bhubaneswar. 
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Cultural life in Orissa passed through a crisis during 
the last part of the 19th century. The West 
exercised a tremendous influence on Indian social 
life during this period and Orissa was no exception 
to that. It did not have a distinct political identity; 
the financial condition of the people living in this 
part of the country was miserable. The very 
existence of Oriya language was threatened bya 
conspiracy hatched by a few Bengalies. Gradually, 


people of Orissa reacted to the domination of 


people of neighbouring areas. The movement for 


a separate province started with the formation of 


Utkal Sammilani. Orissa also joined the struggle 
for freedom which was carried on in several parts 
of country. 


Oriya literature in the 19th century was 
greatly influenced by English literature. Radhanath 
Ray dominated Oriya poetry. The life of princes 
and people belonging to the aristocracy 
constituted the subject of his poetry, which was 
more or less indifferent to the condition of the 
common man. People respected only the rich and 
the powerful and considered them as their models. 
But Nandakishore Bal and Fakir Mohan Senapati 
were two significant exceptions. Bal, who was 
popularly called Palli Kavi, depicted rural beauty 
in his poetry. Senapati, the pioneer of the modern 
Oriya prose, wrote novels, stories, and, more 
important, text books in Oriya. It was primarily 
due to his efforts that Oriya maintained its distinct 
linguistic identity. Jaganmohan Lala and 
Ramsankar Ray enriched Oriya drama by writi ng 
new plays. Those who made significant 
contributions to Oriya literature duifing this period 


include Laxmikanta Mahapatra, popularly called 
Kanta Kabi. 
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Kanta Kabi: A Tribute 


~ Orissa Legislative 


- already adapted itse] 


Mahapatra occupies a unique place in 
the socio-cultural life in Orissa. The writer of the 
famous song "Bande Utkal Janani" (Hail Mother 
Orissa) is also the author ofa number of poems, 
plays, satires, parodies, stories, and a novel 
entitled Kana Mamu (One Eye Uncle). He was 
also a singer of repute and a gifted actor. 


Mahapatra was born to Radhamani Dasi 
and Choudhuri Bhagabata Prasad Samantaray 
Mahapatra on December 9, 1888 in Dhuanpatria 
Lane, Cuttack. His ancestral house was at 
Talapada near Bhadrak. His father had worked 
briefly as a teacher at Peary Mohan Academy, 
Cuttack before he took up legal profession at 
Balasore. Subsequently, he shifted to Bhadrak 
Wwhena Munsif Court was established there. He 
Was involved in many ways in the public life; he 
worked for the establishment of Munsif Court and 
Bar Association at Bhadrak and for setting up 
Co-operative Bank. He also worked for the 
Spread of handicrafts, He was a member of Bihar- 

Council on four occasions; 
twice did he serve as its Deputy Speaker. He was. 
the first Vice-Chairman of the District Board of 
Balasore and the first President of Bhadrak Union 
Board. He was nominated as a Member to the 
Calcutta Medical College Managing Committee. 
Bhagabat Prasad 
in reforming contempor; 
for the eradication of the dowry system and for 
reducing wedding €xpenses. It is believed that his 
forefathers belonged to Chauhan clan of the 
western part of the Country; but the family had 
fto the climate of Orissa by 


Played a significant role 
ary society. He worked 


7 , 
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considered a deadly disease, in the same year he 


the time. It was Bhagabat Prasad who started 
writing 'Mahapatra' as his surname instead of 
'Choudhuri Samantray Mahapatra.' 


Laxmikanta's mother, Radharani 
belonged to the village Kantapari on the Baitarani. 
It was his maternal uncle, Radha Shyam Das, who 
advised Laxmikanta to set up a press at Bhadrak. 
A hand press was set UP, and Laxmikanta 
remained in charge of it; but all this happened after 
his uncle's death. It was the same press which 
had been set up at Balasore by the efforts of F ale 
Mohan Senapati, Samanta Raj Narayan Das, 
Govind Chandra Patnaik and Shyamananda Dit 
The printing press was rechristened as Gopinath 


Press at Bhadrak. 


Laxmikanta, 
reputed family, received e 
Bhadrak and Cuttack. He passed 
Examination from Balasore 
Zilla School in 1907. He 
was admitted [0 
Ravenshaw College and 
passed B.A. in 1913. He 
had read Kashiram 
Mahabharat, Krutibas 
Ramayan, the novels of 
Bankim Chandra and the 
poems of Hema Chandra 
and Naveen Chandra !n 
Bengali; he had also read 
the works of Radhariatt : 
Ra ir Mohan Senapal! 
Bante He had great interestin™ 


acting. 


who was born in such a 
ducation at Balasore, 
the Entrance 


nd Nanda Kishore 
usic and 


into a 

ikanta was born ir 
dean was full of suffering. He 
which was then 


Although L 
well-to-do family, his life was 
was contracted by’ leprosy> 
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UPL AMAL 
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passed his B.A. examination. He lost his parents, 
his brothers Sitakanta and Kamalakanta, and his 
sister, Kokila: His marriage with Labangalata, the 
daughter of his father's friend Lalmohan Das of 
Balasore, passed through a crisis. The marriage 
was solemnised with the intervention of Fakir 
Mohan. He was also entangled in a number of 
law suits. His two sons, Nityananda and 


_ Gourchandra, were sent to prison for 


participating in the freedom movement. In an 
interview to Faturananda, the master of comic art 
in Oriya, he had said that the experiences in those 
fateful days had left a lasting impact on his life. 


Laxmikanta had produced his best works 
during the days of acute suffering. He had 
continued his interest in music and dramatic 
performances even in those days. In his works, 
he tried to bring smile to the 
faces of others while he was 
himself suffering. His patriotic 
| songs, "Bande Utkal Janani" 
and "Koti Koti Kanthe Aji, 
_ Uthure Gambhire Baji, 
| Utkalara Jaya Giti Unmadana 
: bhara" have immortalised 
him. He was also attracted by 
the constructive ideals of 
Gandhi : the song "Bhai he 
ebe Arata kata / Au kichi 
bharasa nahi / Arata eka 
mukati bata" reflects his mind. He believed in 
struggle and the prose piece, "Ashahajogira 
Atmakatha" reveals his attitude the non- 
cooperation movement in 1921. Kantakabi will 
always remain a source of inspiration to the people 
of Orissa. 
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Lakshmi Bhai of Bhadrak 


On our return from Jajpur, we went to Bhadrak. 
I had grown close to Lakshmikanta Mahapatra, 
whom I fondly called Lakshmibhai, during our stay 
at Baripada. There were a few rooms in the mango 
grove to the left side of his building. We put up 
there. Lakshmi bhai, his younger brother Sitakant, 
and his sister Kanaka were alive then. Kanaka 
used to treat me as her own brother. I remember 
her vividly. 


Pharu Mian of Bhadrak was very loyal 
to Lakshmi bhai. Actually, his name was Hakim 
Mahammad Farukh. People lovingly called him 
Pharu Mian. He used to give medicines to people 
of the locality. So people also called him Hakim. 
This simple man, who loved helping others, was 
also a lover of music. 


Kanaka was a very affectionate girl. Fate 
took sucha lovely girl away from us so early. She 
always took loving care of us when we were 
staying in the thatched house in the mango grove 
in Baripada. I have preserved a letter which she 
once wrote to me. 


Lakshmi bhai's house was on the bank 
of river Salandi. A thin stream of flowed in the 
river during summer. At places, one found only 
knee-deep water. We used to fish in the river 
when we took bath there. 


A makeshift pandal was constructed in 
the Goshala compound at Bhadrak. Durga Charan 
Das, the sub-divisional Magistrate of Bhadrak, 
took great interest in drama. He was a former 
lecturer in English at Ravenshaw College, and he 
was my teacher. 


Kali Charan Patnaik 
Translated by Arun Kumar Mohanty 


Durga babu inaugurated the premiere 
show at Bhadrak. Lakshmi bhai was the chief 
guest. He had fallen ill and he needed the help of 
someone to be able to move around. His wife 
took great care of him. Even in that stage, Lakshmi 
bhai was full of fun. He had already set up a press. 
He had planned to bring out the magazine, 
Dagara. Our handbills were printed in his press. 
Lakshmi bhai lived ina room upstairs. There was 
an open space close to his room. We staged plays 
on every alternate day. We played musical 
instruments and rehearsed songs on the days when 
there was no performance. Lakshmi bhai started 
the process by playing ek tara : "De mote baya 
kari" (Make me mad). Tears fill his eyes. He was 
still smiling. Noted musician Manmohan Sabat 
Joined us. Jagabandhu Sahu played behela; at 
times he also played tab/a. Pharu Mian was our 
esteemed guest. He often requested us to sing 
the song, Shama naile ghana rati. Sometimes 
Banchhanidhi Mohanty would drop in and sing a 
patriotic song. At times Harekrushna Mahtab 
came there and accompanied me with tabla. 


Mahtab babu took a leading part in the 
freedom movement. The political scene was 
hotting up those days. Banchhanidhi Mohanty's 
Songs warmed one's blood. These people had 
plunged themselves into politics. In evening hours 
when they found leisure, they came there to relax. 


One day, accompanied by Pharu Mian, | 
went to watch Moghul tamasa. The performance 
of these had probably first started during the 
Moghul period. The tradition is still alive. The 
‘Songs were in Urdu and we had no difficulty in 


Se —”——— 
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un i 
fe oe them. The artists who performed 
we oghul tamasa put on the dresses prevalent 
‘ie Moghul rule. I came to know that a few 
slims were planning to stage Rasaleela. 
We camped in Bhadrak for about two 


m 
“ae One day, Durga Charan babu called me 
asked me to leave the stage to the Muslim 


b é 
oys for one night. They had come tomeet Durga ” 


b ; 

ae They intended to stage a play there. I 

ites A day was fixed. Durga babu came there. 
hey also took Lakshmi bhai there. 


ie Before the play began, a man came to 
ie Stage and announced that they were going to 
ge the play, Srikrishnanka Kalanka Bhanjan. 


tec We burst into laughter. It would have 
he something had it been Sri Radha's kalanka 
ie Durga babu wan 
Ties akshmi bhai persua 
curtain rose. The scene was 

_ Path. Srikrishna with his flute m 


ted to leave the place. 
ded him to stay back. 
set ina village 
oved from one 


end of the stage to the other. A i 

. At the win imati 
and Lalita looked at him. Srimati was ee care 
was wiping her tears. Srimati sang a song Walia 
kula kalankare sajani, etc. Durga babu felt over 
annoyed and left the place. Myself and Lakshmi 
bhai had to stay on. At the end, when the 
organisers sought our opinion on the 
Pee we said, out of politeness 
"Excellent." Thi i 
Es his was the only experience of the 

Wereceived an invitation to visit Sukinda 


We took Jagabandhu, Manmohan Sabat's 


disciple with us. This soft spoken and well 
mannered person was a violinist. 


(An excerpt from Kali Charan Patnaik's, Kumbhara 


Chaka. Cuttack ; Cuttack Students! 
Beary idents' Store, 1975 (1990) 
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Konark. November 28, 2001. Poets once again 
pulled their fingers out to get their poems ready in 
praises of both the Sun and the Sun temple. Such 
voices as started vibrating with emotion, Konark, 
the centre-figure, helped fertilising their feelings 
with impulses, extraordinary and vibrant. As usual, 
the sun was on his heels for hovering over the 
sculptures of war elephants and indolent ladies 
as if kissing them with an exquisite thrill. The 
enthusiasm could be deciphered so easily ! 


On the occasion of the 100th year 
conservation of Sun temple, Department of 
Tourism, Government of Orissa convened a Poets’ 
Meet in collaboration with National Book Trust, 
India, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi and Orissa 
Sahitya Akademi. The response of the poets was 
quite high. Anupam Kumar, Sameer Tanti 
(Assamese), Kajal Chakraborty (Bengali), 
Padma Sachdev (Dogri), Shiv K. Kumar, Jayanta 
Mahapatra (English), Chandrakant Deotale, 
Prabhat Tripathy, Anamika, Kshama Kaul(Hindi), 
Yumlembam Ibomcha (Manipuri), Niranjan 
Uzgare (Maratha), T. Palamalai (Tamil), 
Nikhileswar, A. Jayaprabha (Telugu), Balraj 
Komal (Urdu) attended the meet and recited their 
poems. Oriya poets Ramakant Rath, Rajendra 
Kishore Panda, Soubhagya Kumar Mishra, Rabi 
Singh, Pratibha Satpathy, Umashankar Panda, 
Dilip Das, Prasanna Kumar Mishra, Bansidhar 
Sarangi and Ashutosh Parida added glamour to 
the Sammelan. 


Not many poetry sessions in Orissa have 
drawn such wide acclaim as this one in the recent 
past. It stood unforgettable and the reason is 
simple. English translation of the original poems 


Muses on the Sunlit Stones 


Aswini Kumar Mishra 


of non-Oriya poets were taken care of. Similarly, 
Oriya poems were presented in original alongwith 
their English renderings. Eleven Indian languages 
with the help of their poems could wing their way 
across the heart of the listeners. The inadequacies 
of an unknown language although reigned 
supreme, the increasing communion through 
mutual dialogues could help to sort out such 
problems with a satisfying result. The perceptional 
intentions behind a poem could be discussed with 
the poet off the meet. Hence, the language barrier 
could not stand in the way of understanding a 
poem. 


Konark, that sculpturally aimed at 
presenting its poet-viewers the cosmic thoughts 
implanted in its body, certainly didn't go astray. 
Sameer Tanti, the young Assamese poet rose up 
Sitting mute and still 
at Konark 
hunger and thirst 
pushed aside 
time rollson , 
minute by minute 


prostrate at the feet of shadows 
("Dear Traveller." Tr. Rohini Kanta Mukherjee) 


Dharama, a twelve-year old boy, the only 
son of Bishu Maharana, the chief architect, wn 
could accomplish the unfinished task at the 
culminating point of the temple became a spectte 
forthe 1200 masons working day and night. King 
Narasingha Dev, the builder would have bee” 
furious for their incapacity and have sentence 
public hangings to all of them. As a result, 
Dharama did the work under the veil of darkness 
and escaped from the scene by plunging into the 
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deep sea. Since then, he has been blazing up again 

i” again in the minds of posterity. Rabi Singh, 
he rebel poet of Orissa, took up his stand with a 

Tenewed vigour : 

Out of despair 


sun fell into the dark 
and was lost. 


And today 

this race of butchers 
shamelessly applauds 

the legacy of light of that sun. 


("The Ghost of Black Pagoda." Tr. Rabindra Kumar 


Swain) 

The portrait of this small boy as explored 
from the Orissan myth gives us a painfully startling 
account of half-accurate, legendary folk-tale of 
mediaeval Orissa. The mythical field is harrowed 
to arouse subsequent generations for harking 
back to their heroic past. No matter, like 
Dharama, one may be reduced to ashes but one 
Must outshine the rest at least for a while. 
at Konark are too big 
thin the compass 
es like sun and 
s the form and 


Poems, read out 
an account to be summed up Wi 
of this small article. Although them 
Sun-temple permeate all the poem 
Style of each one was different than the other. The 
Nuances, idioms in the original could hardly be 
anglicised through translation. However, the 
translators such as C. Viiayaste® C: Narayan 
Swamy, Rohini Kanta Mukherjee: Rabindra 
Kumar Swain, Shankarlal Purohit and others 
Were at their best to channel the eross-literary 
Currents thus keeping the earlier flow in the originals 
intact, Both the poets and translators ea 
together to guard interlit ity, to} 
maximum. Here is a 

Sunrise" by the Telugu poetes 


Sighting the splendorous rise of SU 
Spheres sang in joyous notes. 
Petals of flowers blithely bathed 

In showers of drip drop dev: 


n God, 


(Tr. C. Vijayasree) 
In Rigveda, the 
that aim at sun-worsht 


been ten suktas 


re have 
Ss compared to 


p. Sun i 


PAD : 
: J 
Shri R.Balakrishna, Secretary, Tourism and Culture with 
the visiting poets 


Parama Brahma or the ultimate Brahma. Light 
in other words, is the fountain of life or the symbol 
ofintellect. Madhusudan Rao has emphatically 


sung the glory ofsun. 


With the blinking ofan eye 
an effusion of the portals 


of the rising Sun 
And with it appears the lotus 
in all its brightness. 


("The Ceremony of Rising at Himachal.") 


Rabindranath Tagore could feel the soothing touch 
of sunrays as revealed in his poem. 

Se padmer Kendra-majhe nityaraje Jani tare Jani, 

Mora janma kale, prathama pratushe marha j 

tohari chumbana dile ani amar kapale. 

The hymns in Veda espouse the cause of 
respect towards the sun while chanting a liturgy 
of this kind : "Jabakusumasankasha kashyapeya 
mahaduting, dhwantari sarbapapaghna 
pranatoshmi dibakaram." 


With the dawning of the third millennium. 
the literary identity of Orissa got rejuvenated on 
account of this Kavi Sammelan wherein celebrities 
from all over India could come and participate in 
the poetry recital. Like a multi-cut diamond, it 
grew perfectly to its dazzle notwithstanding the 
burgeoning onslaught of consumerism to destroy 
the whole mankind. Konark, the crowning glory 
of Orissan sculpture came down heavily once 
again to remind its onlookers the social flaws 
inherent in this gigantic art. 


You have seen on its stone 
the beauty of an exquisite art, 
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I have seen in it crores of skeletons, 
heaps of broken hearts. 
("Konark", Sachi Rout Ray. Tr. Aswini Mishra) 


Mayadhar Mansingh, like a watching poet 
catching golden memory, is quick in its embrace. 
Past your youth, Konark 
Lying in grief 
on sands of the shore, 

Even now 

the world stares at your 
worn-out body 

Spell bound 

Sheds tears of compassion 
at your grieving sleep. 


("Konark" Tr. Aswini K. Mishra) 


In poetry, Konark is richly variegated 
both in form and style and also in expression. Shiv 
K. Kumar, the poet and critic, views such 
historical ruins with savage irony. 

These Stones have wings 
and darkness here flaps 
into phosphorescence 
washed by the semen of 
primordial gods 


("The Sun Temple, Konark") 


As observed, the phonic experiments, 
music, nuances of a particular poem don't have a 
translatable character of their own. The auditory 
structures of the source language can hardly have 
their exact equivalent in the target language, but 
this theory has its own limitation fora poet who is 
efficient both in his mother-tongue and English. 
K. Satchidanandan, the Malayalam poet, belongs 
to this category : 


In my blood is a sun 

a flaming flickering sun 
youthful and crimson 
Speading a vermilion 
Spreading a vermilion scent 


Scattering sparks around. 
("Five Suns" : Tr. by the poet) 


India, being geographically so wide and 
culturally varied, we can't hegotiate for a well- 
structured Indian tradition. The literary situation 
is not very different. For example, poems of 
north-east are diffused in images common to a 


hilly forest land. Assamese poet Nilamani 
Phookan's "lam going down the hill" comes as 
below. 

The night has begun to fall 

The moon has come up 

through the antlers 

ofa barking deer 

the voices of rocks 

Have gone up 

spirally to the sky 

(Tr. Nirendra Nath Thakuria) 

Oriya was the heavily represented 
language in the Kavi Sammelan, so also in the 
anthology, Poems at Konark released on the 
occasion. This is obvious. Konark is of special 
love to all Orissans. This brilliant monument has 
attracted creative artists, common people over 
the centuries. This has urged upon their minds and 
hearts simultaneously stimulating their interests to 
act as usable bridges for spreading across human 
psyche the splendid ego of every single Oriya on 
the frontline ofart. 

The one-day gathering of influential poets 
from distant corners of the country added both 
colour and vitality to it. Their warm and hearty 
applause, familiar mindset, appreciation of Konark 
through amorous eyes could act upon its citadel 
as the platform of unity in diversity. 


Aswini Kumar Mishra is the Secretary, Orissa Sahitya 
Akademi, Bhubaneswar, 


All India K 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Shri R. Balakrishnan 
addressing the poets. Sitting from lefi to right : Shri MLR. ; 
Mohapatra, NBT. Shri G.N. Mohanty, Director, Tourism, Shri 


avi Sammelan on November 28, 2001. 


Ramakanta Rath, 


‘ President, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, 
Shri R_K. Panda, 


Shri Aswini Kumar Mishra, Secretary, 
Sahitya Akademi. 


anuji Rao is no more. 
November 15, 2001 
pital, Cuttack. 


Distinguished Oriya poet Bh 
He died of cardiac arrest on 
at S.C.B. Medical College and Hos 
He was 76. ; 


Grandson of the lege 
Bhaktakabi Madhusudan Rao, Bhanuji was bom 
at Cuttack on November 3, 1926. A student of 
English literature, Rao started his career as a sub- 
editor of the Oriya daily, Matrubhumi; later, he 
edited the literary pages of the daily, Kalinga. 
He then joined Lal Bahadur Shastry Academy of 
Administration, Mussouri as a teacher of Bengali 
and Oriya. He had worked there for sixteen years 


before he came to spend his days of retirement at 
Cuttack. He was a lover of ical music, 


Indian class! 
a voracious leader and an art lover. 
Bhanuji Rao. ™ 


ade a significant 
contribution to Oriya poetry: In collaboration with 
Guruprasad Mohanty, he brought out Nutan 
Kabita (New Poetry : 1955), which created quite 
a sensation in the literary circles at the time. The 
objectivity of the poetic vision and tl 
Striking new images gave a unique distin 
this volume. Rao's other collections include 
Bishada Eka Ritu (Sadnes® ‘A Season : 1973), 


Nai Ara Pari (On the Other Side-of the River f 
(in Front of a Mirror), 


1986), Darpana Agaré 
Haladi Patrara Vasna (Th Smell of Turmert¢ 

The Blood of. 
Gali (The 


a 
nd Chandan Banare Eka 


f sandalwood : 


ndary Oriya poet, 


nction to 


Moon Is White); 
Dusk Colour Lane) 4 
(Alone in the Forest 

Life, death and nature are the principal 
themes of Rao's poetry: He celebrated rivers, 
sea, moon light and the simple joys of life. In his 
poem, "Kathajodi", the orange-coloured moon 


rises over the railway bridge across the river; in 
"Machha," the fish are almost as bright as the 
sun. Rao's poems bear evidence of his superio: 

craftsmanship in the use of imagery : "Death is ‘ 
postman / he will find my address / from ihe 
crowd of men" (Mrutya"); "I have also seen he 

lying huddled / ona bed of sands/likea siidowi/ 
holding a handful of pebbles" ("Nai"); "You will 
open/ the half-closed door of your lips / and smile’ 
("Otha"). His prose-poems suchas "Ghara" and 
"Plaban" represent successful experiments in Oriya 


poetry. 
Rao's poems received beadets' 
appreciation. In 1989, Rao received the central 
Sahitya Akademi: award for the collection of 
poems, Nai Ara Pari. In the Sahitya Akademi 
citation, his poems are praised for their "sensibili ' 
and conciseness." The citation goes on to a 
"For their treatment of off beat and unusual tn 
and images and their contribution to the aot 
poetry movement in Oriya," his poems have been 
"regarded as an important addition to Ori 

poetry." He received Orissa Sahitya Rae 
Award for the year, 1996 for his collecti 4 
Chandan Banare Eka. pac 


Rao was also deeply i 
English and Bengali Betty. The eae Ke 
Rabindranath Tagore and Jibanananda Das o} ae : 
poet is unmistakable. For him iets 4 
prophets : they are gifted witha eeventi “ak 
and they can see into the future. thi 


It is said that poet ists i i 
lost in translation. Butif a nae ca ere i 
readers in another language will be de ne ni 
enjoying it. Translation ofa prose ie : a 3 
has therefore been attempted here er 
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Cuttack 


I love Cuttack. I was born here. It has also been 
my place of work. lam sure, after I die, 1 will ue 
cremated at Satichaura in Cuttack. Love is never 
a one-sided affair. I have therefore no doubt that 
Cuttack, too, for its part, loves me deeply. 
Memories of my childhood seem enveloped by 
its blue sky, into which paper kites soar effortlessly. 
The island in the middle of the river is overgrown 
with plumed grass. In winter, river Kathajodi turns 
into a desert of cold sand. Crossing it one reaches 
village Munda muhan at the other side. In ahs 
village, on certain days, the goddess possesses 
someone and he becomes Kalisi. Her devotees 
walk on fire during the Jnamu festival. J often went 
with our servant, Dwija, to this village, making 
my way across the sandy river-bed. My debt to 
Cuttack is a heavy one. J will never ever be able 
to repay it. There is magic in nights on river 
Kathjodi. I have spent many nights on its sands, | 
remember, ona hot sultry night long ago--Cuttack 
had no electricity at that time -- | walked into the 
middle of the dry river-bed, a pillow in hand. It 
was a night of the full moon. The white sands 
stretching as far as the horizon glittered in the 
moon-light. I woke up witha start. Fora moment 
I wondered where | lay. Then, slowly, | got back 
my bearings. | lay alone ona carpet of sand, There 
was no one around, except a human figure, which 
seemed buried upto its waist in sand. The strange 
sight scared mea little. Then I nerved myself and 
approached the figure. When I came closer, I 
found an old Muslim gentleman saying his prayers, 
kneeling. On another day, I thought Thad seen a 
circle of bright moonlight lying on the sandy river 
bed. On getting closer, I discovered that it was 
but a large fishing net, which the fishermen had 
left there to dry. One day, I made my way to the 


Bhanuji Rao 
Translated by Jatindra Kumar Nayak 


a eae 


nse, 


Sept oe ces & ae ed net 
ANS GG pee olga aw ob 
fh Nout seneae tera Wee 
Yel) abe Uw wy YW OS wi ne 
f Vad ne wmece 4 
ETM a cree 
tae ana 

OF 9 nthe A aeeve he 
tu TEN Oe anes 
Ui ered far en a 


UF GL ee ee ceo ee rept 
Me es wT (1899) He af apna 
Shoe) eine eh 

Wp nf gerade Ont zy 
SH) SN Ove es cag tt ant 
Decree eter me BYe4 ie eee 
Wlerta Us ite @ ya aren 
Free ay St sept ott atep 
WAG WR 9988 8 ed cot 
41h 8 abyd oye cote en, 
HO QoDy vat ook ty 


middle of the rive 
Suddenly a b] 
home breath] 
made me Stoy 
across the b] 
Paramahan 
when he car 


t-bed. It was getting dark. 
ack cloud darkened the sky. I ran 
essly. Then a breath-taking sight 
P : a line of white cranes winging 
ack cloud. Aga child, Rama Krishna 
8a had got into a trance and fainted 
Me upon a similar sight. 


Source : 


An excerpt from 
Cutt 


"Cuttack" Bhanuji Rao. 
ack : Kahani, 2001, 


Jatindra Kumar N 


indrs ayak is Reader in English, Utkal 
Univesity, Bhubaneswar 751004. 


Orissa Review # December - 2001) 


Changing Patterns in the Applique Craft of | 
Pipili 


The applique craft of Pipili isan attractive product 
ket. Pipili, the small 


in the world handicraft mar’ 

town situated on the golden triangle, 
Bhubaneswar- Puri -Konark, attracts the tourists, 
- who stop for a while at Pipili. Very often guides 
are heard persuading tourists : “Here is something 
for you to carry as a token of remembrance for 
your visit to Orissa." Applique works of Pipili, 
filigree works of Cuttack, horn works of Cuttack 
and Parlakhemundi and patla paintings of 
Raghurajpur are offered as objects of gift by the 


People of Orissa. 


Jagannath Pattan 
of Orissa, dates the origin 
to 850 years back. The Pr 
products remained unchanged for the 
centuries but during the last 
the applique products an 
undergone a tremendous cM 
make this craft for generations 
reasons for such change! 
The first reason is the 
customers and the second is the commercl 
of the products. Most of the Darys 
opinion that it is the customers who ar 
responsible for bringin’ 
traditional applique wor? 
that ne ie ie survival of the applique work 
owes it to the tourists, 11 ¢ 
tourists that has impos ange on the capri 
and its making style- Customers wal the Br 

sans go for more 


to be cheaper and attractive: 
quality- 


aik, a leading historian 


of the applique works 
ocess of making the 
past few 


profit, at times ignorine the 


Ramesh Chandra Mohapatra 


Among the traditional applique work, 
Chandua, Chhati, Trasa, Alata, Adhoni, Mandant 
and Bana, used at the time of Dola Jatra for deities 
are quite well known. Theuse ofall these products 
are associated with the religious ceremonies. But 
there are some other products which are prepared 
for the domestic and individual use. Two such 
products are Batua and Pasa-Pali. Since betel is 
commonly chewed in Orissa, a special type of 
bag called Batua is prepared to carry betel leaf 
and the accessories. It is very much popular 
among the tourists from Eastern parts of the 
country. Pasa Pali or the dice-mat is another 
popular ancient products sold among the natives. 


All these products are fast disappearing 
from the applique market. Instead, wall hangs, 
garden umbrellas, lamp sheds, cushion covers and 
letter bags are now prepared as they are very 
much in demand by the tourists. Several tourists 
have special choice for monochrome art, for which 
monochrome garden umbrellas are prepared 
Attractive motifs like Surya Mukhi Pa ‘. 
Dancing Peacock, Elephant are gradually seh 
withdrawn and more of monochrome and Hd 
work is now in use. 


It may appear reasonable that it is either 
the changing choice of the customers or the 
commercial attitude of the artisans or may be, the 
combination of both, that has brought about a 
radical change in the traditional work. But perhaps 
there is another factor, which is more responsible 
for bringing about a change in the traditional and 
classical applique works. Applique works, which 
Was a secondary source of income for Darjis for 
centuries, has become their principal source of 
income today. Earlier, applique work gave them 
subsidiary income by prouding them part-time 
engagement. All the principal applique products 
were used for religious purposes and during 
festivals. Rest of the year Darjis were earning their 
livelihood by way of mending umbrellas and 
mattresses moving in and around the township. 
Nowas there is a growing demand by the tourists 
for more of the utilitarian products. Darjis are 
engaged full-time with their entire family and it 
became their principal source of income. The 
cost of labour and the return for investment have 
diverted their attention from the classic 


‘al work to 
commercial work. 


Earlier, locally prepared colour used to 
be added to the white cloth and applique 


products were prepared. But these days app! ique 


151.67 lakh*mandays at an investment 
programme in 14 cyclone-hit districts 
materials worth of Rs. 1404.89 lakh and Rs.8528,99 | 
reveals Panchayat Raj Department. 
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FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAMME 


of Rs.9933.8] lakh have been 


of the State by th 


akh 


products are prepared out of coloured cloth. As 
aresult, cheaper cloth is used and at times due to 
the non-availability of suitable matching colored 
cloth in the local market, traditional works are 
suspended and alternative new products are 
prepared. 


Competition amongst the artisans, use of 
low quality inputs and use of readymade and 
machine made items have ofien brought down the 
standard of the work. It is now slowly drifting 
from cottage industry to small scale industry. 
Something exceptional in the market that may be 
liked by the tourists initiated change in the applique 
works. Itis now seen that every day some new 
product is exhibited on the forewall of the show- 
room to attract tourists. Since most products are 
common in the market, some artisans take pain 
lo create new products with a sole aim of 
Monopolising the itena for getting more profit by 
fixing the price 


athis own accord. But after some 
days the s 


ame product is copied by others and at 
becomes available in all the shops. With this 
process, new products appear in the market, 
Which disappear after a brief spell. 


Although, the applique craft of Pipili 1S 
undergoing a change, octogenarian artisans still 
prefer to produce antique and classical work. 
With the demand for more of utilitarian products, 
changes May come but principal applique 
products like Chandua, Chati and Trasa will 
continue to live as it iS associated with religion 
and culture, Pipili has earned a name because of 
the famous applique works. 


———_ 
a Mohapatra works at CIFA, 
ang, Bhubaneswar. 


Ramesh Chandr 
Kausalag 


Senerated under ‘Food For Work’ 
Send of October, 2001, 21649.85 MTs. of food 
4S Wages have been disbursed to the beneficiaries, 


* Orissa became a separate province 
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The Orissa Legislative Assembly 


on the Ist 


day of April 1936, by the Government of India 
(Constitution of Orissa) Order, 1936 and was 
placed under the Personal Rule of Governor till 
the end of March 1937: An Advisory Council 
Consisting of 20 persons Was formed to advise 
the Governor on the administration of the 
Province. 

Under the Government of India Act, 1935 
the strength of Orissa Legislative Assembly was 
fixed at 60 including four nominated members. 
Elections were held from 18th to 23rd January 
1937 under limited franchise. The members of 
the first Assembly were administered oathon 26th 
and 27th July 1937 and the historic first session 
Of this Assembly was haw College 


held in Ravens 
Hall, Cuttack on 28th July 1937. 


After Inde yendences 
Cates te the strength of Orissa 
Legislative Assemb! was in 
the ante held from 20th December 198 1 
to 24th January 1952 on the basis oa aa 
adult franchise. Then f the first pos 
Independence Assembl 
1952. The first session of this 
on the same day in the 
Assembly Hall, which is now kn 


Patel Hall. 


The foundation-® 
building of the Orissa Legisl 
laid on Ist June 1969 2” 
on 16th February 1961! 
S.Radhakrishnan, the | 


y took oat 


{ was jnaugura’ 


India, The first sess!" 


Prabhu Kalyan Mohapatra 


held on 21st August 1961. This present building 
of the Assembly having a plinth area of 46,000 
sq.ft over 10 acres of land was constructed with 
an estimated cost of Rupees 25 lakh. 


The Orissa Legislative Assembly building 
consists of the Asseinbly Hall and two wings of 
structure. The Assembly Hall has 148 seats for 
its members which has been divided into 8 sectors. 
The Speaker sits on the dias which remains at an 
elevated height. The seats for the members and 
the blocks are arranged ina semi-circular shape. 
Sitting arrangement for the Secretary, Reporter, 
Question and Bulletin assistants have been made 
just below the Hon'ble Speaker's dias, which is 
popularly knownas "Well of the House." In one 
wing of the structure runs the Secretariat of the 
Assembly and the other one is utilised as 
Chambers of the Ministers. Besides, a library 
functions ina centrally air-conditioned separate 
building inside the Assembly complex. 


Onthe ground floor of the Assembly Hall, 
tothe right side ofthe Speaker's chair, lies Official 
Gallery and to the left is Speaker's Gallery. In the 
Speaker's Gallery, 20 seats are reserved for 
VLPs who normally call on the Speaker during 
the sitting of the house. Generally, members of 
Parliament, other State Legislatures and Presiding 
Officers of other State Legislatures are provided 
seats in the Speaker's Gallery. In the Official 
Gallery, 24 seats are reserved exclusively for 
officials of Government departments, who are 
required to attend Assembly in connection with 
the business of the house. On the first floor, just 
above the official gallery stands the Press Gallery. 
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46 seats have been provided to the accreditated 
journalists to cover the news relating to the 
precedings in the Assembly in session. 


The distinguished visitor's gallery (45 
seats) just above the Speaker's Gallery, is 
reserved for Ex-MPs, Ex-MLAs, freedom 
fighters, social workers of repute, retired gazzetted 
government officers, educationists, scientists, 
eminent writers, poets, National / State awardees, 
lawyers, distinguished press-man from other 


states and chairmen of local bodies. In the rest of 


the semi-circle exists the public gallery (237 seats), 
where public, friends and guests of the Hon'ble 
members seat. A portion of this gallery is of course 
reserved for ladies. 


Asemi-circular corridor which runs along 
the outside wall of the house is called the lobby. 
Hon'ble members of the house usually retire and 
consult with each other on various issues in the 
lobby. Besides, eminent journalists, ex-members, 
M.Ps, Ex-M.Ps are also allowed inside the lobby 
for interaction with the honourable members. A 
canteen is attached to the lobby where Hon'ble 
members and others take tea and snacks. The 
lobby of the Assembly acts like central hall of 
the Parliament. 


First Assembly in the Pre-Independence 
Orissa, 1937 


The first Orissa Legislative Assembly in 
the pre-independence period had 60 members 
including four nominated members. Elections 
under limited franchise were held between 18th 
to 23rd January 1937, in which Congress Party 
won 37 seats and National Party, All Orissa 
United Party and others won 13 and 6 seats 
respectively. Shri Biswanath Das was elected as 
the leader of the majority Congress Party. But 
under the directive of the Congress High 
Command Shri Das, expressed his inability to 
accept the invitation to form the mi nistry, unless 
the Governor assured that "he would not use his 
special powers of interference or set aside the 
advice of the Ministers in regard to constitutional 


activities." On the otherhand, the Governor was 
not prepared to give such an assurance in view of 
the Constitutional provisions. As the leader of the 
majority party refused to form Ministry and the 
Government was bent upon inagurating the new 
constitutional scheme for the province on 
scheduled time, the Governor appointed Mr 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo, the 
Maharaja of Paralakhemundi, as the Prime 
Minister of Orissa on Ist April 1937 Under 
Government of India Act, 1935. The head of the 
Council of Ministers in the province was 
designated Prime-Minister, which was changed 
to Chief-Minister later on under the Constitution 
of India, 1950 and the provinces were-named as 
States. Besides the Prime-Minister, Mandhata 
Gorachand Pattanaik and Maulavi Latifur Rahman 
were two other Minsters in the Council of 
Ministers of that Interim Government. When the 
— I aig C ommand permitted the Congress 
arty in the province to form Ministry on the basis 
of formal assurance from the Governor General 
n regard to exercise of Governor's special 
Powers, normal political situation prevailed in 
Orissa. Then the interim Government under the 
pee ofthe Gajapati resigned on 13th July, 
“ Which was accepted on 19th July 1937- 
Shri Biswanath Das was appointed as the Prime- 
Minister ofthe first Congress Ministry on the same 
day (i.e. 19th July) which had Shri Nityananda 


Kanungo and Shri Bodharam Dube as two other 
Ministers, 


Orissa Legislatiy 


e Assembly, Bhubaneswar 


The members of the first Assembly were 
administered oath on 26th and 27th July 1937 
and the first historic session was held in the 
Ravenshaw College Hall on the next day i.e. 28th 
July, 1937. On that day Shri Mukunda Prasad 
Das and Shri Nanda Kishore Das were elected 
as Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively and 
the senior member, Babu Bichitrananda Das 
conducted their election. The Congress Ministry 
resigned on 4th November 1939 in protest against 
involvement of India in the World War II by 
British Government without consultation with its 
Popular representatives. The Governor accepted 
the resignation of the Ministry on 6th November 
1939 and assumed direct responsibility for the 
administration of the province from the some day 
but the Assembly was kept under suspended 
animation. 


Thereafter a coalition ministry wasswo™ 
h Maharaja of 


in on 24th November, 1941 wit s 
Minister and Pandit 


lavi Abdus Sobhan 
bers of the Council 0 


Ministers. Due to difference am 
'n the coalition government, th 
resigned on 20th June 1944 © 
resignation of the Ministry 
June and from 30th June! 944, Orissa was p 
under Governor's Rule. T his ae 
Assembly had altogether 10 sessions wit 

sitting days. As there waS no se| 
Secretariat, its adminis 
Law Department of the Provine! 
During this perio 
twice under Gove! 


nor's Rule (i.e 
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ASSEMBLY SESSION 
hich commenced on December 3, 


sion of the Assembly Ww’ 
jness on 16 days including 3 days devoted to private 


November 1939 to 24th November 1941 and 
from 30th June 1944 tol4th September 1945). 


The First Assembly in the Post-Independente 
Period, 1952 


The strength of the members of Orissa 
Legislative Assembly rose to 140 under the 
Constitution of Ingia. The first general election 
on the basis of univesal adult franchise was held 
overa period of 36 days (i.e from 20th December 
1951 to 24th January 1952). Out of 140 seats, 
Congress won 67, Ganatantra Parishad-31, 
Socialist -10, Communist-7, Forward Block 


(Marxist)-1, Independents-24. Raja Sailendra 


Narayan Bhanjdeo, a senior member of the © 


house, administered oath to the members on 4th 
March 1952 and the first session of the Assembly 
was held on the same day in Sardar Patel Hall, 
Bhubaneswar. Shri Nabakrushna Choudhuri as 
leader of the majority Congress party became the 
Chief Minister on 20th February 1952 and his 
ministry resigned on 19th October 1956. Dr 
Harekrushna Mahatab was appointed as the Chief 
Minister on the same day and the Assembly 
dissolved on 4th March 1957. Shri Nanda 
Kishore Das and Maulavi Mahammed Hanif were 
elected as Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
respectively. Shri Shradhakar Supakar of 
Ganatantra Parishad became the Leader of 
Opposition of the Assembly in the post- 
independence period. This Assembly had 


altogether nine sessions with 356 sitting days. 


ek mere Ip nap 
Prabhu Kalyan Mohapatra, a freelance journalist 
lives at Qr.No.VR 3/2, Unit-3, behind R.B.l., 
Bhubaneswar-75 1001. . 


ed sine die on December 22, 2001. 
d 80 starred and 854 unstarred 
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Athmallik : A Place of Virgin Beauty 


Orissa is endowed with nature's bounty : beauty 
of the sun-drenched sands, the awe-inspiring sea, 
cascading waterfalls, mighty 
rivers, bracing hills, lush 
green plains, tranquil lakes 
and rich wild life constitute its 
varied beauty. The splendour 
of the Sun Temple at 
Konark, the temples of 
Bhubaneswar, and the grand 
temple of Lord Jagannath at 
Puri delight the visitors. 


Athmallik, a sub- 
division of Angul district in 
Orissa, is a paradise of virgin 
scenic beauty; it is an 
important place of tourist 
interest. Located almost 
centrally, this town is about 
235 km. from Bhubaneswar, 
160 km from Sambalpur and 
80km from Angul, its district 
headquarters. Both bus and train services are 
available to Athmallik. To reach Athmallik from 
Bhubaneswar one goes to the Sambalpur road 
via Cuttack and Angul and gets down at Boinda 
Chowk. Similarly, from Sambalpur one is to go 
to Bhubaneswar via Rairakhol and get down at 
Boinda Chowk. After that, one is to travel around 
36 km either by bus or by taxi in south direction 
to reach this place. Good accommodation facilities 
are also available in the town for the tourists. A 
Circuit House managed by the local NAC 
Provides accommodation to the tourists. Besides, 
a Pantha Nivas, managed by OTDC located at a 


Mahesvari Temple 


Himanshu Sekhar Padhi 


distance of about 6 km from Athmallik is also a 
nice place for the nature loving people to stay al. 


While coming to 
Athmallik from Boinda 
Chowk, one gets the 
opportunity of witnessing the 
Panchadhara mountain 
ranges. Amidst rich scenic 
beauty of ever green forests 
the mountain ranges standin 
their unrivalled glory at about 
6 km from the Athmallik 
town. The mountain ranges 
are associated with 
mythological stories from 
Ramayana and the 
Mahabharat. They find 
mention the work of the 
celebrated poet Radhanath 
Ray. The picturesque 
Panchadhara mountaln 
ranges present a a aa 
whole area abound in spotte 
‘ , lephants, bear, rabbits i ‘ 
The rivulet Kukudajore flows down the hill wit 
her usual trickling note. Goddess Banadurga: he 
Presiding deity of the place adorns the hill top- 
Kukudadarah isa beautifu| spot located nearby 
the road to Athmallik menue a pleasant 
atmosphere for the tourists, Here one can breathe 


Nature in its virgin beauty and enjoy the ll 
ofits flora and fauna. 


View of nature. The 
deer, Sambar, ti ger 


~. Famous for Goddess Maheswa! 
Athamallik has earned reputation as a cente! © 


ee 
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melie; cmatugets 

— activities. Previously known as 
Kaintragarh, i 

agarh, it was the capital of the glorious 


Goddess Mahesvari 


who were ruling over 
ce the titulary deity of this 
riis now enshrined 
from the bus stand. 
hipped in the 


Kadamba dynasty, 
Athmallik region. On 
dynasty, Goddess Maheswa: 
Rugudisahi, ground one km 

acing to the east, the deity is wors 


form ofeleven-armed Durga which is arare iconic 
representation. The shrine draws huge crowd 
dreds and 


every Tuesday throu ghout the year: Hun 
hundreds of pilgrims visit the place not 
darsan of the Mother Go 
relief from physical ailment 
from this the temple © 
Patna, the temple of L 
Narayan Market an 
Jagannath at Rathasahi are loc 
Athmallik. 

pout 4 km from 


Ata distance of a 
Athmallik , Deuljhari has claimed a place in the 


tourist map of Orissa for its hot sul hi 
. Ue i 3 
ie a shrine of Lord sia a oe 
ciecme ne having medicinal properties is 
nett into 36 ponds. A bath in the spring 
al er which can cure skin diseases is a pl ate 
experience. Four Siva temples ae es 
Siddheswar, Kedareswar, Mahesw a 
Jageswar are found here. Goddess Khan a ae 
is also enshrined nearer this mire PR 
worshipped in the form of stone pillar. H ee ‘ 
of devotees assemble in this place ah Siv an 
2 a rae festival here, which draws a Ana reGt 
e i 
Nig aap services operate from Athmallik to 
i ui SUE EY 2 the left bank ofriver 

> r j i 

Vaisnavite monastery of a ig oe Bi 
attraction of Vaisnavites. Hundreds and h sad 
of people gather here daily to pray Lord Vi & 
in the evening. The beauty of this place ee 
enhanced by the encircling river besitale 


Pitts Xe 

sit pile Siddhesvara, Deuljhari 
ruising and fishin intheri 

offer pleasant Tearoom ree se 

available to this place. However, chet be - 

i hirer by bus and will ee to tie r ae 

ere which is only 6 km from sliddhaper 

ur. 


The majestic Satakosi 
osia gorge with i 

Sara: rich wild life eee : Son 
allik in eastern direction is ani : 

r sanid 
6 sii The crocodile sanctuary a Be 
arpara, located on the left bank of the sew i 
eis 
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an added attraction of this place. The meandering 
Mahanadi flowing between the two amidst 
beautiful hills forms here the mightiest gorge in 
India measuring 22 km in length. It is acclaimed 
as one of the world’s most enchanting spots. The 
place is ideal for boating, angling and adventure. 
The ever green forest on both sides of river 
Mahanadi provide ample opportunity to group 
picnickers. 

At the entrance of Satakosia gorge is 
located the abode of Goddess Binikeyee. The 
image of the four-armed Chamunda is worshipped 
in the name of Binikeyee. The deity is believed to 
have come from Binika, previously known as 
Vinitapura, which was a famous Tantric centre of 
India in early medieval period. The icon of the 
Goddess is assigned to cir. 5th century A.D. She 
is worshipped in Tantric rites. Hundreds of 
devotees gather here daily to seek the blessings 
of Goddess Binikeyee. 


) Tikarapara, an important spot on the left 
bank of the gorge, is 58 km from Angul and is 


e PURIBEACH F ESTIVAL 
T 


he eighth Puri Beach Festival was held fi 


age of informatiop technology, i 
over throufgh internet. His Exc 


Shri J.K. Mohanty, Chairman of H 
Mohanty, MLA, Shri Gopinath Mohanty, Dir 


Puri also spoke on the occasion. A vote of 
Chairman of HARO. The meetin 
Rajendran. A cultural program 


CrshvaL => 


tom the 23 : . 
5-day long festival, besides Odissi, Kathak and Bhar Ee nahi November 2001, During this 


ARO deliver 
Cctor, Tours; 


thanks w. 5; 
§ Was attended by Her 


me followed the a ae Excellency the L 


connected by regular bus service. However, one 
can reach Tikarapara from Athmallik by going up 
to village Daruha, which is 20 km from the town 
and can enjoy a boat journey of 8 km from Daruha 
to Tikarapara. A tourist bungalow is there for 
accommodation for those who love to spend a 
day or two. The Divisional Forest Officer, Angul 
is the authority for the reservation of suites in the 
bangalow, 


Athmallik offers tourists all that they want 
ina capsule form. The Virgin scenic beauty of 
Panchadhara mountain ranges with lush green 
forest, the hot spring of Deuljhari, the Vaisnavite 
Monastery of Belpunji and the majestic Satakosia 
0rge attract thousands of tourists round the year. 


Himanshu Se 


i khar Padhi is Lecturer, Department of 
History, Athm 


allik College, Athamallik-759125, Angul. 


N reach the people world 

Website and make it more 

nd Restaurants organisation and 
Ourism industry in the State. 

ed the w 


elcome address, Shri Maheswar 


m, +. : 
<a se Shi Digambar Mohanty, Collector, 
Posed by Shri Dipak Rathor, Vice- 


. ady Governor, Smt Susheela 
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Practice of Siddha in Orissa 


The ‘Siddha’ system of treatment ig meant to fight 


a disease in accordance with the principles of 
Ayurvedic shastras. It ig a component of 
Ayurveda which had its origin in the ancient quest 
for healthy living, ‘Siddha’ ‘5 confined to herbs or 
herbal preparations apart from other sources of 
therapeutics expounded in Ayurveda. These 
include using minerals, water and soil, sunbath or 
solar therapy, yoga OF physical exercises, Mantra 
or the vibration therapy: Allsuch health restoring 
methods were adopted by the sages and saints in 
the past. It was widely practised in prehistoric 
ages by people living in forests and on hill sides 
as they had no developed means of treating 
diseases, The herbs like grass, roots, leaves, 
flowers, fruits, etc. were plentily available to 
people, People could find some sort of curing 
effects which furthered the knowledge of life 
science. Ayurveda isan established system wel 
before the birth of modern sof treatment. 
There are also quaks, roac-?"” 
herbal medicines without red 
methods of treatment. 

«sjddha’ denotes the self-evident and a 
acquired knowledge by the sufferers through the 
use of certain medicinal herbs. This way of 
treatment is therefore 4 direct assimilaim 2 
natural ingredients through opie Cae 
without any admixtures ore oe pain 
include tulsi-ging¢? onion, tor sc nets 
harida, bahada, etc. The Shastra sayst = icin 
is not a single grass which has no nent 
property. It has bee? explained ee searing 
chapters of ‘Ayurveda. Remedies vary 


= 


Dinabandhu Moharana 


to nature of diseases, causes thereof and 
symptoms of illness. 


Ayurvedic practitioners give a suitable 
prescription for treating diseases, Medicines are 
prepared from pure herbal ingredients. Methods 
of preparation are fully ascertaine by Ayurveda. 
These methods have been propolinded by the 


great Indian seers like Charaka, Sujsruta. 


Where 'Siddha' is different 


One must know where Siddha differs from 
Ayurveda. It is defined as a separate way of 
treating diseases by pure herbal drugs. So the 
answer is that Ayurveda comprises all the available 
resources that present permanently in nature, viz: 
earth, water, fire, air and space. But Siddha way 
gives prime importance to the physical properties 
combined in the plantation. The five basic 
elements produce a plant on the earth. We being 
born to mother earth, should adhere to her 
nourishing energy power. Ayurveda supports this 
theory as nature is the mother ofall creatures and 
thus all the intrinsic or basic sources of our growth 
depends on the herbal reservoir, spreading over 
the whole earth. This is the first sign of life upon 
earth, be it ocean, forest or mountain, Again, the 
evolution of life is deeply based on the 
transmutation of atoms present in the cycle of the 
vast cosmos that consequently emerged as the 
plant, and the germination of millions of beings, 


known as insects, animals, birds and so on. 


Herbs are nerves of Nature : 


'Sjddha' shastra mentions clearly that the 
phenomenal nature which we see around us is full 


of herbal nerves that function ina very surprising 
way. No life is possible without consuming any 
plant or herb. It is undisputable and established 
in Science of this age. A machine cannot produce 
alife, onlya living cell can do so. A living being is 
responsible to build up such a great civilisation 
that we find all over world. 


Modern Science and Botany : 


Botany is an established branch of 


modern science, which had its origin in the 
Ayurvedic scriptures. It is study of herbs, which 
investigates various medicinal effects thereof, All 
creatures live on a variety of herbal diets, 
Carnivarous animals eat the flesh of such animals 
and birds, which live on plants. Parrots, goats, 
buffaloes, fish, geese, deers and many others eat 
leaves and vegetables. Hence the herbs being 
the part and parcel of this plant kingdom is the 
source ofall living beings. 
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The 'Siddha’ system is widely practised 
inthe southern states of India, whereas in northern 
India, Ayurveda is practised. In Orissa, we find 
conventional practitioners termed as Vaidya or 
Kaviraj, who work by dint of their inherent 
knowledge and interest in the Indian system of 
treatment. They use herbal therapautics to treat 
certain common diseases such as fileria, diarrhoea, 
indigestion, insomnia, anaemia, common cold, 
asthma, fever, ete. successfully. There are 
hundreds of conventional 'Siddhas' who have been 
registered as the voluntary health workers. They 
play a definite role in popularising the systematic 
exposition of Ayurvedic academic knowledge. 
Thus the Siddhas system of treatment can serve 
asan alternative method of health service. 


Dinabandhu Moharana is 
Sevasadan, 
Cuttack, 


a doctor at Orissa Ayurveda 
M1-Municipatity Market, OMP Square, 


NEW CHIEF JUSTICE OF ORISSA HIGH COURT 


His Excellency the Governor Shri M.M. Raj 
. > *M.INajendran adminietart 

Shri Peruvamba Krishna lyer Balsubramanyan er Soi = 

High Court on December 5, 2001. Hon'bl ioe 


: € Chief Minister 
Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly aa 
, ar. 


goath to Justice 
ef Justice of Orissa 
Shri Naveen Patnaik and 
at Kumar Kar are present. 
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Local Self Government in Orissa 
Gandharba Sen Rana 
eet hinilsled ___C 
Name of Nameofthe Dateof Choudwar Cuttack 4.10.58 (as NAC) 
Municipal District Constitution Oct. 69 (as 
Coporations Municipality) 
Bhubaneswar Khurda 1.10.52 (asN.A.C.) Deogarh Deogarh 31.151 
14.9.79 (as Dhenkanal Dhenkanal _30.1.51(AsNAC) 
Municipality) - 3 
15.8.94 (as Jagatsinghpur — Jagatsinghpur —13.2.72 (as NAC) 
Corporation) 14.8.2001 (as 
C . $76 ( : Municipality) 
Uttack Cuttack 47.1 as E : 
a Municipality) Jajpur Jajpur 14.1869 
15.8.94 (as Jatni Khurda 13.3.72(as NAC) 
Corporation) 31.8.1999 (as 
Narne of Name of the Date of Municipality) 
Municipalities District Constitution Jeypore Koraput 263.1941 
A 2 (as Union Board 
Bolangir Bolangir 19.4.1950 1.7.53 (as y 
Balasore Balasore 1876 Municipality) 
Baragarh Baragarh 28.8.5] Jharsuguda Jharsuguda —-28.8.1951 
Barbil Keonjhar §.1.57 ee NAC) Kendrapara Kendrapara 103.1869 
13.11.69 (as ; 
Municipality) Keonjhar Keonjhar 3.1.51 
r 2 Khurda 12.7.60 (as NAC 
Baripg anja 1.7-1905 (as Khurda ) 
sie Mayurbhans. Municipality by 31.8.2000 (as 
Mayurbhanja Municipality) 
Estate) Nowrangpur Nowrangpur —30.6.53 (as NAC) 
7.12.49 (as ; 20.7.70 (as 
Municipality) Municipality) 
Bethampur Ganjam 1867 Paralakhemundi — Gajapati 17.8.1885 (as 
2 Municipality) 
Bhadrz : 8.4.60(as NAO) pality 
hadrak Bhadrak 23.5.88 (as Under Madras 
Municipality) Presidency) 
Bhawanipatna Kalahandi 164.51 164.57 (as ; 
Biramit Sundargarh 16.2.60 (as NAC) Municipality) 
itray un r 
% 23.12.69 Puri Puri 1.1.1865 
Municipality) ) 
Braj 3.2.68 (asNAC) Rajgangpur Sundargarh ——_31.3.57(as NAC) 
Tajarajnagar Jharsuguda 3 1.8.89 (as 6.9.69 (as 
Municipality) Municipality) 


Rayagada 


Rourkela 


Sambalpur 
Sonepur 
Sundargarh 


Talcher 


Vyasanagar 


Name of N.A.Cs 


Anandpur 
Angul 

Aska 
Athamallick 
Athgarh 
Balimela 
Balugaon 
Banapur 
Banki 
Barapali 
Basudevpur 
Belaguntha 
Belpahar 
Bhanjanagar 
Bhuban 
Binika 
Boudhagarh 
Buguda 
Burla 
Chhatrapur 
Chikiti 
Digapahandi 
G.Udayagiri 
Ganjam 
Gopalpur 
Gudari 


Rayagada 


Sundargarh 


Sambalpur 
Suvarnapur 
Sundargarh 


Angul 


Jajpur 


Name of the 
District 


Keonjhar 
Angul - 
Ganjam 
Angul 
Cuttack 


‘Malkangiri 


Khurda 
Khurda 
Cuttack, 
Baragarh 
Bhadrak 
Ganjam 
Jharsuguda 
Ganjam 
Dhenkanal 
Subarnapur 
Boudh 
Ganjam 
Sambalpur 
Ganjam 
Ganjam 
Ganjam 
Kandhamal 
Ganjam 
Ganjam 
Rayagada 


20, 2001 to January 10, 2002. 
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15.5.55 (as NAC) 
9.1.71 (as 
Municipality) 
1.8.55 (as NAC) 
1983 (as 
Municipality) 
94.1883 


ey Ha lee 
TLS 


11.3.51 (as NAC) 
12.3.69(As 
Municipality) 


12.6.61(as NAC) 
31.8.94 (as 
Municipality) 


Date of 
Constitution 


15.8.74 
17-755 
VS31157. 
11.1.96 
21.2.73 
1.4.74 
10,9.82 
73,73 
11.7.66 
4.12.7] 
24.11.74 
25.3.74 
4.12.93 
15.11.57 
5.6.72 
Ld TT 
30.8.61 
14.12.72 
31.3.62 
28.5.55 
9.3.73 
21.2.73 
21.7.55 
16.9.86 
20.3.61 
23.2.72 


Gunupur 
Hinjilicut 
Hirakud 
Jaleswar 
Joda 
Junagarh 
Kabisuryanagar 
Kamakshyanagar 
Kantabanjhi 
Karanjia 
Kashinagar 
Kesinga 
Khalikot 
Khandapara 
Khariar Road 
Kodala 
Konark 
Koraput 
Kotpad 
Kuchinda 
Malkanagiri 
Nayagarh 
Nilagiri 
Nimapara 
Padmapur 
Paradeep 
Patnagarh 
Pattamundai 
Phulbani 
Pipili 
Polasara 
Purusottampur 
Rairakhol 
Rairangpur 
Rajkhariar 
Rambha 
Soro 

Sorada 
Sunabeda 
Tarava 
Titilagarh 
Udala 
Umarkote 


Gandharba Se 
Bhubaneswar 


N Rana lives 
751012. 


Rayayada 
Ganjam 
Sambalpur 
Balasore 
Keonjhar 
Kalahandi 
Ganjam 
Dhenkanal 
Bolangir 
Mayurbhanja 
Gajapat 
Kalahandi 
Ganjam 
Nayagarh 
Nawapara 
Ganjam 

Puri 

Koraput 
Koraput 
Sambalpur 
Malkanagiri 
Nayagarh 
Balasore 

Puri 

Baragarh 
Jagatsinghpur 
Bolangir 
Kendrapara 
Kandhamal 
Puri 

Ganjam 
Ganjam 
Sambal pur 
Mayurbhanja 
Nawapara 
Ganjam 
Balasore 
Ganjam 
Koraput 
Subarnapur 
Bolangir 
Mayurbhanja 
Nawarangpur 


21.755 
115.64 
31.3.62 
104.64 
16.6.61 
31.12.69 
8.5.60 
28.12.79 
V7.1LSI 
15.9.73 


13.25 


1.3.65 
5.12.72 
14.8.89 
11.8.64 
20.10.74 
19.12.83 
L753 
1.3.60 
24.4.69 
1.4.74 
13.5.53 
24.2.84 
4TTS 
1.1.65 
27.9.79 
11.9.62 
8.12.88 
14.9.62 
17.4. 72 
21.3.72 
11.1.73 
1.3.99 
8.4.60 
19.7.71 
30.4.64 
14.2.75 
14.4.62 
1.11.65 
31.10.67 
17.12.51 
73.73 
1.7.52 


in Qrs, No.E-149, Unit-8; 


{ 


ity, messengers of 


Flower. ‘ 
lowers are objects of beat 
mile of the Divine. 


ie and they represent the s 
‘ eople need flowers when they offer workship 
0 gods and goddesses; they also need flowers 
When they felicitate others. Poets inall languages 
have composed poems, praising the beauty of 
flowers. ; 


associated with 


Flowers have been 
The Aryans of the 


religion, myths and legends. 
Vedic period were great lovers of trees and 
flowers. Lotus has been frequently mentioned in 
the Sanskrit scriptures. It has been regarded by 


both the Hindus and Buddhists as @ symbol of 
dbut is free from 


purity, The flower grows in mu 
any ‘mud sticking’ as nO dirt can stick to it. Like 
sacred and virtuous man, tt remains unaffected 


even by the filthiest surroundings. 


the Ramayan that Sita 
The grove was 


s, Similarly, in 


It is mentioned in 
Was held in captivity by Ravana. 
composed mostly of Ashoka tree 
Mahabharat, the plant Kadamba 
aunique place as itis closely associ 


life of Lord Krishna. In on® *- 
Bhagavata, Krishna's presenting Parijat flowers 


to one of his consorts, Rukmini led toa domestic 


quarrel. 
upied a very special 
The Holy Mother in 


Pondichery had 
owers. There 


Flowers have 0c¢ 
place in the life of peoP!~ 
the Sri Aurobindo Ashram: 
revealed the spiritual meaning of fl 
the flowers are tended with great 1 


and care and are 100 


means of communion wl , 
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Flowers as Spiritual Messengers 


Pranab Kumar Ghosh 


Flowers have their own botanical names 
besides the common names. However, the spiritual 
names given to the flowers reveal their deepest 
aspiration. In some cases, the name given is very 
much in-harmony with the common name given 
traditionally or the use to which a flower is put. 

4 


specially in worship. 


Lotus, a favourite of gods, is named as 
Avatar. Tulsi isan inseparable part ofall worship 
offered by Hindus; it is offered to Lord Vishnu 
and it stands for Devotion. Kali, the mighty 
Goddess of strength, is worshipped with red 
hibiscus. The flower symbolises Power. The 
sunflower, forever facing the sun, is asymbol of 
Consciousness. There are other flowers whose 
significance has reference to a god ora goddess. 
There are some common flowers with 
which weare all familiar. But with the spiritual 
meaning given to them, they appear to us in new. 
added significance. J asmine stands for Purity and 
bougainvillea planted all around the house 
represents Protection. The chrysanthemum is Life 
Energy, the sadabahar blooming through out the 
year isasign of Progress. The spiritual significance 


~ of some common flowers are given below : 


COMMON FLOWERS WITH SPIRITUAL 


SIGNIFICANCE 
SI. Name Spiritual Significance 
No 
1. Ashoka Without gri 
grief 
2 pie e Transparency 
fe parajita Radha’ i : 
4, Arakha Gaticetic eg as 
5. Bougainvillea Protection of 
of 
6. Bottle Brush Joy of nature ae 
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Crossanda Krishna’s influence 29. Red Lotus The avatar 
8. Cocks’ comb Boldness 30. Rose Love for /Siirrenderitathe 
9. Carnation Collaboration Divine - 
10. Chrysanthemum Life Energy 31. Sunflower Towards livht 
1H.) Champa Supramental, Psychological 32. Sadabahar Progress 

Perfection 33. Tubcrose New Creation 

12. Cactus Rich 34. Tulip Blossoming 
13. Dhatura . Tapasya 35. Water lily Wealth 
14, Dahalia Nobility 36. White lotus Divine Consciousness 
1S. Gulmohur Realisation 37. Zinnia Endurance 
16. Gladiolus Receptivity 
17. Geranium Spiritual Happiness References: 
18. Java ( Mandar) Dynamic Power 
19. Jasmine Integral purity I. Flowers: Their Spiritual Significance. Sti 
20. Kadamba Supramental sun Aurobinda Society, Pondicherry, 
21. KathaChampa — Psychological perfection 
22. Madhumalati Faithfulness 2 Floriculture in India 
23. Marigold Plasticity 
24. Orchid Attachment to the Divine 
25. Parijata Aspiration 
26. Palash Beginning of the spiritual 
rks ie aaa Ot No. A.29/1, Unit. III, [nd Floor, Kharavela Nagar. 
28. Pansy Divine Thought Bhubaneswar-75 | O01. 


PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS 
?anchayat elections will be held in three 
2002. The work of delimitaton and reorgani 
Preliminary publication of ward-wise 
will be made on December 13,2001, 
till December 20. The electoral registr 
December 21 to 30. The final elector 
notification for elections will be held 


phases in the second week of February 
sation of Panchayats has been completed. 
electoral rollat Grampanchayat headquarters 
Objections and claims, ifany, can be claimed 
ation officer will look into objections, etc. from 
al roll will be published on January | 2002 The 
inmid-January, eats 
After the reorganisation of Gr ancha wate 
6,234 from $.254. The number oFPanchayasary eee umber has pio! Z a 
5,253 to 6,227 and that of ward Members from 8] 077 to aT ase. eee 
The State Election Commission has decided to ¢ soe, 
phases. One Zilla Parishad Constituency will be the ste 


Tpolling ona single day. 


With the increase in human population and 
demands on food, fodder and fuel, the soil and 
land resources are under tremendous pressure. 
There is no alternative but to increase the 
productivity of the continually shrinking land 


resouirces. Unless the soil environment (physical, 
chemical, microbiological) js maintained at its 


optimum level, the genetic yield potential ofa crop 
cannot be realized even when all other 
requirements are fulfilled. For increasing Crop 
production, the soil must have desired quality. 

elated constraints, 


Among the soil r he 
itation to 


physical constraints pos @ severe lim ° 
crop production by sub-optimising the sell 
physical environment. proliferation an 


distribution of roots; availability of water, renee 
and air, etc. are the other consgtraints. 0: 
i jtselfand others 


constraints are inherent to soil i 
ment 0 


intensification ofagriculture 


present trend towards hinery. 
through increased us ; 
chemicals, etc. is boun! 
environment further. Therefore, On? m 


the gravity of physical environ 


increased and sustainable pr 


1s of Orissa are 


The soi 
ich com' 


into eight groups, wh 
soil orders : Alfisols, vertisols, 
Entisols. The soil grouPs assoc 
constraint limiting 9° potential p 
mostly the red soils, late 
saline soils. Besides these groups: 


location specific Pro 
p ful corrective meas 
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Physical Constraints in Soils of Orissa and 
Their Management 


M. K. Jena 
A. K. Das 


be initiated to increase and sustain crop 
productivity in these problematic areas. 


The major physical constraints associated 
with the soils of Orissa and their management 
practices are discussed below. 


Red Soils / Lateritic Soils : 


* About 70% of the cultivated land in 
Orissa belongs to these groups of soils. 


Constraints : 

* The red soils of Orissa are mostly coarse 
textured, highly porous with low water and nutrient 
retentive capacity. This leads to considerable loss 
of nutrients, particularly nitrogen, through deep 
percolation resulting in very poor NUE. 

* Laterite and lateritic soils having laterite 
mass within control section of the profile are highly 
permeable to water and nutrients. 


* Red and laterite soils contain large 
amounts of free iron oxide, which often leads to 
crust formation on the soil surface and reduces 
the seedling emergence considerably. Seedling 
emergence of small seeded crop is affected 
seriously than the large seeded crop. The high 
bulk density and low macroporosity of the crust 
reduces infiltration of water. 


* The red sandy loam soils having 20 to 
40% clay and silt harden up into a solid mass 
when soil water is lost. Such soils have low water 
storage capacity and dry up quickly and build up 
high soil strength in summer months. 


“~ Presence of root limiting sub soil (argillic - 
horizon) and stoniness. 
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* Many soils are shallow in depth and 


slopy. 

Management: 

Alleviation of soil crusting : 
s Preparation of coarse seed bed with 
optimum clod size distribution . 


si Harrowing the soil to break the thin crust. 
* Sowing of seeds on ridges. 
* 


Adoption of high frequency irrigation in 
shallow depth to keep the soil moist. 


= Mulching ofseed line. 


- Improving the structural properties of the 


soil by mixing organic amendments such as 
dhaincha @ 15 tons/ha, cowpea @ 10 tons/ha, 
wheat straw @ 2 tons/ha, rice husk @ 1OO kg/ 
ha, groundnut shell @ 2.5 tons/ha etc. and 
inorganic amendments such as gypsum @ 2 tons/ 
ha with the soil. 


* Surface application of mahua cake from 
local brewery which is sticky and resinaus for 
better soil aggregation. 


Remedial measures for other constraints : 


* Red and laterite sandy loam soils which 


are highly percolative can be improved by raising 
the bulk density by 0.2 Mg m3 by making four 
passes ofa 800 kg roller. 


* Mixing of heavy textured soils and tank 


silt raise the clay content thereby reduces the 
infiltration rate & increases the water retentivity, 


* Incorporation of groundnut shell, paddy 


husk or FYM in the upper 10 em layer two weeks 
before sowing of kharif crops. 


* Optimal manipulation of the soil with the 


most suitable tillage implement. 


Ey 


For shallow depth soils, ridge and furrow 
method of planting should be followed whereas 
in slopy and shallow soil, ridge and furrow method 
of planting was followed with khus barrier, 


“oe 
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Black soils occur iu patches to an extent 
of 0.96 million ha. in different partsof the state. 
These soils are highly productive butare difficult 
to manage due to their peculiar physical 
properties. 


Constraints : 


Low infiltration and poor internal drainage : 


: The high clay content specially with 


montmorillonite type impart poor infiltration and 
internal drainage. Short term water logeing, 
possible oxygen stress, accelerated run-off and 
soil erosion are the common constraints. 


Narrow workable soil moisture range: 


Black clay soils possess an inherent 
property of being sticky when wet and hard when 
dry. Further, because of their good capillary 
conductivity, the dessication of the plough layer 
occur in relatively short period. Thus, little time 
period is left for timely tillage and seeding 
operations. 


Difficulty in maintaining good soil tilth : 
ok In. : eed y 
Ploughing at dry condition formed huge 


clods while at very wet condition, the soil will stick 
to the tillage implements and movement will be 
very difficult. So preparation of land for good soil 
tilth is very difficult, 

Poor Crop stand : 

Establishment of good crop stand on 
black soils is a problem associated with both 
kharifand rabi seasons. The seedling emergence 
gets a serious set back because of oxygen stress 
associated with poor drainage of the root zone in 
kharif, Whereas, poor seed-soil contact 
associated with coarse tilth and moisture stress 
are the main causes of inadequate plant population 
of rabi crops, 

Moisture 


loss through shrinkage cracks : 
ok 


The sustenance 


€ of unirrigated post rainy 
Season crops depends 


mainly on profile stored 


oes eee 


moisture. As the moisture from the upper soil layer 
is depleted through evapotranspiration, the soil 
develops shrinkage cracks, usually mid way 
between cropped rows. The moisture loss 
through evaporation from cracks has been 
estimated to about 55% of that evaporated at the 
surface. This has the deleterious effect on 
performance of crops grown on receding soil 
moisture. 


Low available water content : 


. Although soil water retentivity is high, the 
Water availability is very low because more force 
is required to get water from the micropores of 


the black soil. 
Management 
Broad bed and furrow s 


" This system suitab 
to waterlogging and oxygens 
Pigeon pea, chick pea, mung ¢tc- ) 

fi In this system, 90 to 150 cm wide beds 
are prepared across the contour to 20.6% slope 
and are separated by furrows that drain into grass 
water ways. The beds are slightly raised to act as 
bund for moisture and soil conservation on which 
moisture sensitive crop 4 be grown and ars 
separated by furrows of 50 to 60cm width an 
15 em depth in which moisture loving alee 
be easily grown and furrow will be helpfu 0 


recharging of the ground water. 


Ridge and furrow system : : 
dkharif crops onridges 


ystem of planting : 


le for crops sensitive 
tress (EX. Groundnut, 


* " 
Planting of uplan ; 
about 15-20'em high and suitably spacee’ 


Furrows provide an effective means of aa 
drainage and convey excess water into ¢ 
drains dug across the slope: 

ken bed system 
s of an array of 
d sunken beds. The run-off 
ted with an upland crop, !8 
sunken beds supporting 
Jerant crop- The system 


Raised and sun : 
: The sys 
alternating raised an 
from raised beds, plan 
collected in the adj acent 
rice or any other water f 


tem consist 
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ensures not only quick removal of excess rainfall 
but also favours recharge of the soil profile with 
rain water. 


Timeliness of field operations : 


* Tillage operations must be carried out at 
appropriate moisture content. 


* Deeper seed placement during post rainy 
season for better crop stand. 


Control of evaporation loss through shrink- 
age cracks : 

* This can be effectively controlled through 
shallow cultivation with a blade harrow in 
between crop rows. The loose soil thus created 
acts as an effective soil mulch. 


* Use of mulch materials like sugarcane 
trash, paddy and wheat straw minimizes exposure 
of shrinkage cracks to the atmosphere, thereby 
reducing the moisture loss through evaporation . 


* Using plastic mulch for two weeks 
preceding planting and tilling 5 cm of surface soil 


to avoid exposure of shrinkage cracks as and 


when required. 

* Suitable soil conservation practices 
should be followed to check run off. 

* Add sufficient organic materials to soil 
for better aggregation and pore arrangement. 

* Planting of cereals (sorghum and maize) 
and legumes (pigeon pea) about 10 days before 
commencement of rainy season in a dry soil 
ensures uniform crop stand. 


Saline soils / Salt affected soils 

* These soils are distributed to an extent 
of 0.27 m.ha. near the coastal belt of Orissa. 
Constraints : 


bie The presence of exchangable sodium 
beyond a certain limit, disperses the soil 
aggregates. The dispersed clay clogs the soil pores 


to create a stressed condition. Water stagnation 


and poor soil aeration are major causes of 
retarded growth of many crops in alkali soils. 


5 


ss The water holding capacity is high with 
distinctly very poor hydraulic conductivity leading 
to impeded drainage conditions. 

* Due to ingress of creek / sea water during 
high tides, the salinity problem in the soil is 
aggravated. 

* Heavy storms creating tidal waves erode 
the soils considerably. 


Management : 


* Green manuring with dhaincha has 


proved most useful which contains sufficient 
calcium, acid juice for replacing Na+ from alkali 
soil and also improves physical properties of soil 
due to organic matter addition. 

* Replacement of excess exchangeable 
sodium with calcium through use of gypsum at a 
dose equivalent to 50 per cent of gypsum 
requirements. 


* Surface application of pyrites to soil 


sufficiently moist i.e. well above its field capacity. 


© Use of salt tolerant crop species. 


* Construction of embankments for 


preventing the ingress of creek or sea water and 
provision of sluice gate for discharging the 
drainage water. 


Soil physical constraints in specific situations 
Puddled soil : 


* Although puddling is essential to 


successful rice cultivation in transplanted 
condition, it will create problems for subsequent 
rabi season crops. 


Constraints : 


* 


Ploughing a dry puddled soil requires 
considerably more time and energy to prepare a 
good seed bed. The hard soil is broken into large, 
massive clods, which require a strenous manual 
task of breaking. 


Ea 


Soil that has been puddled for many years 
developed a hard pan in the sub soil immediately 
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beneath the puddled layer which reduces root 
penetration and availability of oxygen. 


* The heavy textured soils remains wet for 


a considerable period after the harvest of paddy 
crop which delays the sowing of subsequent rabi 
crops. 
i The light textured soils becomes hard on 
drying which makes it very difficult to prepare 
the seed bed for sowing of subsequent rabi crops. 
Management : 


* Optimum intensity of puddling should be 


applied for rice crop. 


Addition of sufficient amount of organic 


matter that easily creates an aerobic condition 
suitable for dry land crops after rice. 

* Sub soil hard pan that formed due to 
puddling must be broken by deep ploughing. 

= Incorporation of green manure crops, . 


crop residues to rice crop. 
* 


Plough the soil at optimum moisture 
content. 


. Soil is to be tilled to produce a coarse oF 


medium tilth immediately after the rice harvest 
instead of keeping it untilled, 
* 


Preparation of land by disc plough/M.B. 


plough with addition of rice husk, paddy straw 
and FYM etc, 


* 


___ Legume should be included in the crop 
rotation. 


Valley bottom lands / Dahallands / Tidal 
lakes / Swampy lands 


These types of soil mostly found in 


Mahanadi delta and Sundarban areas. The 
associated constraints are :~ 


i: : 
Low bearing Strength of soils. 
* 
Unfavourable soil physical conditions. 
: Unsettled soil particles create problem 
In Move: 


ment ofimplements. 
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Management : 


“a Dry tillage should be followed. The land 
must be brought into dessicated/ dry condition, 
Initially working with spade followed by other 
agricultural implements for cultivation will be 
helpful. as ’ 

Areas with heavy chemical fertilization and 
less organic matter addition : 


Constraints : 
y Soil becomes compact duet 
bulk density. 


* ; 
Poor soil structure. 


o increased 


and soil- 


, ration of aeration status 


Deterio 
Water-plant relationship. 


Management : 


* Integrated nutrient management strategy 


should be followed. 


LAND RIG 
vember 16, 200 
helda discussion with Hon 
Shri T.R. Baalu regarding 8 
living in forests prior to 80. 

State Governme! 
1980 forest settlemen 


On No 


tsin 13d 
pre- 


was agreed tl 


HTS TO TRIBALS LIVING IN FORESTS 
ils Hon'ble Chief Mi 


‘ple for Union Minister, 
rant of land rights to persons who have been 


nt had furnished pr 
istricts in 


nt would be regularised and land rights would 


* Sufficient organic matter should be 
added. 


Conclusion : 


As the soils of Orissa are beset with 
various kinds of physical constraints and there is 
no single soil management package that can be 
applied anywhere or everywhere, it will be 
advisable to follow ameliorative measures suited 
to particular soil type, situation or cropping 
system. Furthermore, the faulty soil management 
practices should be avoided. There is no doubt 
that the existing gap between the present and 
potentially possible productivity level will be 
narrowed down through successful management 
of physical constraints in soils of Orissa. 


og 
M. K. Jena and A. K. Das work in the Department of 
Agricultural Chemistry, Soil Science & Biochemistry, 
College of Agriculture, QUAT, Bhubaneswar -751 003. 


nister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
Environment and Forests, 


oposals for regularisation of 
the State. After discussion, it 
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Formula Foods 


"One who knows the art of advertisement, does 
roaring business even with rotten prawns," goes 
atime honoured saying. It has become particularly 
true during the current times, thanks to the 
electronic media and the imaginative ideas of the 
advertising agencies, who can make mountains 
not only out of molehills, but also out of almost 
nothing to capture the credulous public mind. 
Most of the formula food preparations thrive in 
the market mainly on such advertisements. In 
reality, those help very little to meet our nutritional 
requirements. Many of the popular brands literally 
cheat the public. The compositions printed on 
those packs are often misleading. A brand, which 
claims itself to be most nourishing, should give 
the exact percentage of its composition, instead 
of mentioning on its pack that it contains proteins, 
vitamins, minerals, carbohydrates, etc. There is 
hardly any food material, which doesnot contain 
these ingredients in varying quantities. Therefore, 
the purpose of printing such a vague composition 
seems to be malafide. The manufacturer wants to 
influence the consumer, whose knowledge about 
nutrition is either bleak or very limited. Other 
similar producers also follow this line and are also 
doing good business at the expense of the people. 
Particularly, the urban middle class has become 
an easy victim of this unscrupulous design. 


People are health conscious. With their 
rudimentary ideas on nutrition, they believe that 
diets simply containing such ingredients, 
irrespective of their quantities, can ensure good 
health. They fail to realise that the same ingredients 
are also present in any ordinary food, even in rice 
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or wheat in different proportions. Those who go 
for the so called nourishing or health foods, they 
do so in order to make up the nutritional 
inadequacies of growing children and ailing or old 
persons, This purpose is hardly served in most 
cases. 


Doctors say and scrutiny can reveal that 
the material cost of the contents ofa 450/500 g. 
pack of one such formula food, priced at say, 
Rs.80/- may not be more than Rs.8/-. The so 
called health-food consists of wheat flour, malted 
barley and milk solids, besides containing minerals 
like potassium bicarbonate, calcium carbonate, 
sodium chloride and some extra calcium, There 
is no mention of how much of what is present in 
it. Thus, food which claims itself to be healthy 


and nutritious, may be mostly wheat flour and very 
little of other things. 


Of course, a few of such formula foods 
give the exact nutrient compositions on the pack 
but their costs are forbidding. As for example, 
one such has the following composition (g/1 00g). 


Milk protein 20 g, fat 10 8 
carbohydrates 55 g, calcium 825 mg, phosphorus 
180 mg, sodium chloride 400 mg, potassium 570 


meg, Iron 8mg, Iodine 44 mgand vitamins in useful 
quantities. 


It costs about Rs.40/100 g, which is 
pretty high as compared to one litre of cow's milk 
and containing about 30 8 
(excluding phospholipids); 
tes, 1.25 g calcium, 2.1 8 
dium, 1.0 g chlorides, 1.58 


costing about Rs, 10/- 
of protein, 30-50 g fat 
45-50 g carbohydra 
phosphates, 0.5 gZso 


potassium, 0.1 g magnesium, traces of other 
minerals such as iron, zinc, iodine, copper, cobalt, 
manganese etc. and most of the vitamins. 
Therefore, 100 g of the tinned "health food" is 
nutritionally inferior to | litre of milk, but costs 
about four times more. Similarly, it is also 
Nutritionally inferior to 2 eggs (hen's) costing only 
Rs.3.00, which provide 26.6 g of protein, 26.6.8 
lipids, [gmineral salts (calcium 60 mg, phosphorus 
220 mg, and iron 2.1 mg), sufficient vitamin A 
(600 bg) and other vitamins. 

, the formula foods should 
never be projected as nourishing or health 
promoting. At the best, those can pass as fashion 
foods. However, people ° for those, because 
of the erroneous impression created by the catchy 
advertisements. Under such circumstances, the 
following suggestions may be considered in order 
to see that consumers are not misl 
_ Advertisements giving the false 
impression that formula foods are superior to 
Natural foods, should be discouraged. 

acked foods should 


Therefore 


ed. 


2. Manufacturers of p 

print the exact composition of their products on 

the packets. 

fA THE ORISSA D 


India International Trade Fair was inaugurated at 
Pragati M 
president, Shri Krishan Kant. All the States and 
Union Territories and several industrial houses 
partic! 
Lalchowk theatre was inaugurated by Hon'ble 
Minister for Finance, Orissa, Shri Ramakrushna 
Patnaik on November 21, 2001. Among others 
Hon'ble Minister, Information and Public Relations: 
Shri Duryodhan Majhi and Director, I. &PR 
Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak were present. 


AY AT LITE 
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3. ; They should also indicate the nutritional 
equivalence of the packed food in terms of 
common food items such as, milk, egg, rice or 
gram. 


4, As the manufacturer of a milk food 
displays a caption on its packet depicting the 
superiority of breast feeding, these manufacturers 
should also be asked to put a message on their 
packeted products indicating the superiority of 
the natural foods and projecting their products as 
mere substitutes of those, so that the buyers can 
know the actual facts before making the choice 


to buy. 

5. Extensive awareness campaigns should 
be undertaken to educate people:on the basics 
of nutrition so that they cannot be misled by 
catchy advertisements. 


Ramesh Chandra Parida is Associate Professor in 
Chemistry, College of Basic Science and Humanities. 
Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology, 
Bhubaneswar - 751003 ; 


. 


aidan, New Delhi by the Hon’ble Vice- 


pated in the trade fair. The Orissa Day at 


mL 
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Livestock Production in Rice Based Farming 
Systems in Orissa 


SUMMARY 


A study was undertaken during 1998-99 in 10 
villages of Dhenkanal district in Orissa to find out 
the status of cattle farming in a predominant rice 
based farming system. Farmers faced a number 
of problems related to health, nutrition, 
technology, socio-religious management, 
motivation and political management. They were 
asked to rank the problems, using participatory 
rural learning and action (PLA) technique. Out of 
10 listed problems, lack of motivation and 
extension was ranked the no.1 problem by the 
farmers. Role of men, women and children in 
different cattle management activities was 
surveyed through PLA technique. It was found 
that women played a key role in the management 
of cattle at home but men took the decision of 
buying/selling and the number of cattle to be 
maintained. It was concluded from the study that 
cattle farming could be adopted as income 
generating vocation in Orissa if proper motivation 
_ is created and role in decision-making is 
readjusted. 


Orissa is endowed with natural resources 
(forest, good rainfall, sunshine), and a ideal climate 
(temperature) for the growth of plants. However, 
Orissa continues to be one of the poorest and 
most backward states of India. The state has a 
geographical area of 155,707 sq.km. A majority 
of the total population of 36 million live in rural 
areas. Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) account for approximately 22% and 
16% of the total population respectively and they 
are largely found in concentrated pockets. The 


Y. V. Singh 
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literacy rate in the state has increased from 34% 
in 1998 to 49% in 1999, but is still below the all 
India average. However, literacy rate amongst the 
ST and SCs remains lower. 


The economy of Orissa is characterized 
by unemployment, low per capita income, low 
capital formation and inadequate development of 
socio-economic infrastructure. Agriculture 
continues to be the mainstay of the economy. 
However, the absence of adequate irrigation 
facilities and the over dependence on monsoon 
result in droughts and floods. This situation 
contributes to the wide fluctuation in agricultural 
production. Land ownership is highly skewed, 
with small and marginal farmers accounting for 
80% small holdings but only 46% of the total 
cultivated area. Due to increase in population, the 
State's per capita availability of cultivated land has 
declined from 0.39 ha in 1950 to 0, 18 ha in 1996- 
97 and per capita food grain production has 
declined from 230 kg to 188 kg during this period. 
Paddy is the pri ncipal crop grown accounting for 
75% of the gross cropped area. 


Development of agriculture holds the key 
to total development of Orissa. Beside cfoP 
production, a great potential exists in increasing 
production and productivity in different secto’ 
like fisheries, prawn Culture, animal resources a” 
dairy development and bee keeping, etc. It is 
needless to mention that the economy of the stat 
will improve significantly when the differen" 
Components of farming system like animals, bit 
and other vocations are included to generate 
ineome through employment of family membe! 


 pp___ pss 
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Application of scientific recommendations 
developed by research institutions and universities 
can be of great help. Study was conducted by 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Dhenkanal in 10 villages 
comprising 500 adopted farmers (respondents). 
The study reveals the following observations: 


1. Technological : 
list of scientific 


There is a long 
vailable for transfer 


recommendations that are a 
for adoption by the farmers’ nut due to various 
factors speed of transfer is very slow. Some of 
the scientific practices are simple and others 
complex. Many of these do not demand heavy 
initial investment but some do require it. Following 
technological constraints were found in Orissa. 


(a) Breeding : 
() Low genetic potential ofmilchani 


(i) Decline in milk production throu. 
semating. 


mals. 
gh inter- 


(ii) Low conception of A- !- under rural 


conditions. 

(iv) Non-availability of efficie! 
some areas and during holidays. 

g the fat content 0 


nt A. I. Services in 


(v) Increasin f cross bred 
COws. 


(vi) Low draft capaci 


(vii) Non-availability of 
cross. bred bulls for further in 


(b) Nutrition : 


(i) Inadequate area un 
cattle are allowed to gra4 
are not always favourable €sP 
seasons. At home most of the 
straw feeding. : 
(ji) Supply of green fodder during Jean period. 
(ii) High cost, irregular supply of good quality 
compounded cattle feed and mineral mixture. 

(iv) Non-availability of techniques of enriching 
poor quality roughage under field condition. 


ty of crossbred males. 


semen of proven 


creasing the milk. 


der fodder. Most of the 
e for which conditions 
ecially during dry 
cattle get paddy 
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(v) Lack of adoption of rice based cropping 
system which can provide nutritious feed through 


out the year. 

(c) Health Care: 

(i) Services are often not ‘available at the 
doorstep of farmers. 


_ (ii) Inadequate and costly medicines and 


equipments. 

(iii) Absence of effective and readily applicable 
measures to reduce calf mortality. 

(iv) Absence of effective control measures 
against ecto-parasites. 

(vy) Lack of proper sanitation and hygienic 
conditions. 

(d) Marketing : 

(i) Unremunerative price of milk and 
inefficiently organised milk marketing facilities. 
(ii) Malpractice of middlemen and vendors. 


2. Economical : 

(i) Competition of milk production with crop 
production as enterprises. 

(ii) Capital intensive. 

(iii) High risk. 

(iv) Lack of appreciation of dairying as a 
profitable commercial enterprise. 

(v) Small, scattered and unorganised 
producers. 

(vi) Cattle insurance. 

(vii) Problems in getting institutional credit. 

3.  Socio-religious : 

(i) Non-disposal of unproductive animals. In 
certain areas cattle are risen for cow dung, not 
for milk. i 

(ii) Taboo against the sale of milk in some areas. 
(iii) Village fractions in farming cooperative and 
undertaking other development activities. 

(iv) Inherent reluctance to accept new 
innovations. ' 


(v) Male domination in decision making. 
(vi) Witch crafting in animal treatment, 
4. Psychological : 


(1) = Low motivation and aspiration of producers 
to enhance milk production. 


(u) Low level of initiative, dedication and 
enthusiasm of extension workers to produce 
tangible results. 


(ii) Low ereditability of institutionalized services 
and facilitics among the farmers. 


5. Situational: 


Difficulty in transportation of milk in areas 
lacking good roads. 


6. Infrastructural : 


(i) Lack of mobility of extension workers and 
enough financial support by way of contingent 
funds. 


(ul) Inefficient system to deliver technical Inputs 
(fodder, seed, cattle feed, mineral mixture. 
vaccine, drugs’ete. ) at the door steps of milk 
producers in sufficient quantity at proper time and 
reasonable cost. 


(ui) Inadequate number and poorly trained and 
poorly equipped manpower at grassroots. 

(iv) Inadequate facilities for updating the subject 
matter knowledge and communicational! skills of 
developmental workers, 

(v) Lack of appropriate disease diagnostic and 
surveillance facilities, 

7. Manageria!: 


(i) Lack of application of modern tools of 
management like project formulation, implements, 
evaluation, monitoring, mid season correction, 


(i) Absence of incentive and rewards for 
workers located in rural areas. 
(iii) Lack of adequate linkages and 


communication among various agencies and 


organizations engaged in programme of dairy 
development. 
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8. Communicational 


(1) Low level ofcommunicational ability of dairy 
development workers 


(u) Inadequate access to mass media including 
printed matter and communication aids in rural 
people. 


(ut) Weak support from information generaung 
system to the information disseminating system. 


Qv) Inadequate and inefficient use of appropriate 
communication strategy, 


9. Political 


Lack of adequate constructive support of 
political institutions in the formulation, location, 
implementation and functioning of workers 


engaged in programme of dairy development. 


The above listed constraints need to be 
attended by producers, scientists, administrators 
and development Workers of the state to enhance 
the production and productivity of'cattle and make 
a profit able and employment 
senerating enterprise which can be taken up asa 
Component of cro 
Prevalent in Orissa. 


the dairying, 
P based farming system 


In the Village Kadalipal, survey was 
conducted using Participatory rural appraisal and 
action (PLA) technique to identify the problems 
In adoption of d 
vocation. This y 


the farmers had 


airying as income generating 
lage has 29 farm families andall 
agricultural land, 

Results of survey indicated that there were 
So Many problems in the adoption of dairying- 


They were asked to enlist top 10 problems which 
are as Ziven in Table | ; 


_ Farmers were asked about distribution, 
Seriousness and relative importance of the 
Problem. It was found that most of the farmers 
faced all the Problems listed (Table 1). But there 
were differences in term of seriousness © 
Problems, Farmers thought that they had not bee? 
Properly motivated to adopt this vocation and they 
did not know many things about it. They ranked 


he their No.1 problem. Non- availability ofhealth 
acilities in the area was ranked the second 


probiem and it was followed by the problem of - 


non-availability of green fodder especially during 
lean period. Most of the farmers did not know 
about different green fodder and their production 
technology. Hardship faced by them while getting 
loan from a bank was the fourth problem. Male 
domination in decision making was sixth problem, 
4s most of the women were interested in adoption 
of dairying but they were not adequately 
Supported by men. 


Another survey using PLA techniques was 


taken up to find out role of adult male, adult female 
and children (8-16 years age) in animal 
Management related activities. It was found that 
Most of animal management activities like 
collection of fodder, feeding, milking; cowdung 
cake making etc. were done by women (Table 
2). Men did not take much active role in animal 
Management but took decision of buying/selling 
ete. Children also were involved in different 
Management activities. 

It can be concluded from the study that 4 
Vast untapped potential exists in adoption of 
dairying as income generating yocation in Orissa, 
There are a lot of problems in its adoption but 
those can be easily tackled 
and extension work. Women 0! 
in decision making for succes 
enterprise. 
Table 1 : Matrix ranking of 


4s income-generating vocatio 
Dhenkanal. 


«adoption of dairying 
problems in adop' iageor 


n in Kadalipal vi 


Orissa Review, # December = 2001 


XX=Very Important, X=Somewhat Important, O=Not 
important 


Problem Distribution Seriousness Relative 
of problem of problem importance 

Non availability of — Most farmers XX 3 

green fodder Xx 

Capital intensive Most farmers x 5 

vocation XX 

Non-availability of Most farmers XxX 2 

animal health XX 

facilities at doorstep 

‘Low conception of Most farmers 28,4 6 

Al XX 

High risk Most farmers x 1 

XX 

Competition of milk — Most farmers x 7 

and erop production XX 

Problem in getting Most farmers, XxX 4 

institutional credit XxX 

Cattle insurance not Most farmers Xi 9 

available XX 

Male domination in Most farmers: x 6 

decision making XX 

Lack of availability Most farmers. x 1 
joni XX 


of proper exte 
motivation facilities 


Table 2 Participation of male and female in animal management in 


Collect fodder - * * 
Waste disposal * * ri 
Feeding Cattle © * <i 
Watering Cattle * * ie 
Cleaning Cattle - * Be 
Putting up shelter , * * 
Taking for grazing 0 0 Py 
Buying Cattle/feeds  ** 0 0 

0 ee 0 


Milking Cattle 
Making cowdung cake 0 wee 0 


O=Not done 


*#**=Mostly, **=Partially done, *=Rarely done, 


eee Se EE CPA BLTITTS 
y. V. Singh and S. Sasmal, work at the Central Rice 


' Research Institute, Cuttack-753 006 . 


=o 
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Anti-Tobacco Campaign Gets a Boost 


Anti-smoking campaign is gaining momentum in 
India. Earlier this year, the central government 
tabled a comprehensive anti-smoking law in 
Parliament. While this law is yet to be passed, 
the Supreme Court (SC) has directed all states 
to ban smoking at public places and to ensure 
compliance of existing provisions on tobacco 
advertising. This is perhaps the most significant 
anti-tobacco measure in recent years. 


Public places where smoking has been 
banned include hospitals, health institutes, public 
offices, public transport, court buildings, 
educational institutions, libraries and auditoria. 
However, hotels and amusement parks have been 
excluded from the ban. 


This is not the first time that smoking at 
public places has been banned. Three state 
governments - Delhi, Goa and Rajasthan - have 
enacted local laws banning smoking at public 
places. In Kerala the High Court has ordered a 
ban. The central legislation — now with the 
Parliament’s Select Committee — also proposes 
a ban on smoking at public places. But this is the 
first time a nationwide ban has been ordered. The 
order will actasa stop-gap arrangement till the 
central legislation in enacted and implemented. 


Critics of the order say that the ban may 
not be enforceable. They are wrong. The SC 
order removes the ambiguity that has been there 
with regard to what constitutes a public place. A 
clear definition has been provided. All covered 
premises have been included where ‘no smoking” 
ban can be effectively enforced. A fier all, smoking 


Dinesh C. Sharma 


has been banned in public transport buses for 
decades and has proved to be effective without 
much policing. In Goa, where the state 
government has banned smoking at public places, 
cigarette sales are reported to have dropped by 
30 per cent. The Goa Act even empowers 
voluntary bodies to implement the law.Legislations 
and ban orders can only act as deterrents. A case 
in point is the Proposed Tobacco Products 
(Prohibition of Advertisementand Regulation) Bill 
2001 which seeks to impose a total ban on 
Sponsoring of sports and cultural events by 
cigarette and other tobacco companies, Although 
this Bill has not yet become a law, a leading 
cigarette manufacturer Which was the official 
Sponsor of India’s national cricket team, has 
withdrawn its sponsorship voluntarily, The 
Proposed Bill would replace the existing 
Cigarettes (Regulation of Production, Supply and 
Distribution) Act, 1975, 


Yetanother issue that has been highli ghted 
by the 8C order relates to violation of rules on 
advertising of cigarettes in the print medium and 
outdoor hoardings. Despite the existing law of 
1975, Many tobacco companies are not showing 
the statutory Warning as per specifications. Not 
only this, internationally there is a move to make 
this statutory warning more explicit to say that 
“smoking causes cancer and heart diseases”. 


India has some 200 million active tobacc? 
users. Recent studies show that tobacco #8 
emerging as a giant killer in India. [tis a mai" 
cause ofall cancers in India according to the lates! 
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cancer registry data compiled by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The 
ICMR operates the National Cancer Registry 
Programme (NCRP) network which has seven 
population-based registries and five hospital- 
based registries across the country. The data from 
these population-based registries shows that the 
most common site of cancer in men in ail but one 
Cities is related to tobacco consumption — lung or 
oesophagus. About half of the cases among men 
and one fifth of cases among women pertain to 
sites mainly attributable to tobacco use. And 
overall, about one-third of cancers in India pertain 
to tobacco-related sites. 


This is putting an unbearable burden on 
the national resources and the economy. 
Supporters of tobacco often say that the tobacco 
industry provides employment to millions of 
farmers and workers and also contributes to the 
national exchequer by way of various taxes. But 
they often overlook the health costs of tobacco. 
For the first time, a study has been conducted to 
calculate the economic costs of tobacco-related 
health burden, A study by ICMR has shown that 
three tobacco-related disease groups - cancers, 
coronary artery disease, and chronic obstructive 
lung disease - cost the country Rs 27700 crore in 
1999, far more than the so-called benefits from 


the tobacco industry. 


The patterns of tobacco consumption in 
India are totally different from other parts of the 


A mobile 
Book Trust, India in differ 


continue till January 24, 200: 


18, at Khurd 
Jagatsinghpur 
to 7 at Angul from 


from December 10 to 13, at Par! 


——— 


MOBILE BOOK EXHIBITION 


exhibition of books has been organised by the National 
ent parts of Orissa. The exhibition will 
2. Itis scheduled to be held at Rayagada 
Jakhemundi from December 15 to 
a and Bhubaneswar from December 25 to 28 at 
from 30 to January 2, at Dhenkanal from January 4 
January 9 to 12, at Keonjhar from January 14 to 


17 and at Rourkela from January 19 to 24. 


- world. Here just about 20 per cent tobacco-users 


consume cigarettes, while nearly 40 per cent 
smoke bidis, which deliver more nicotine than 
cigarettes. The remaining 40 per cent chew 
tobacco and tobacco-containing products such 
as Paan Masala and Gutkha. The absolute 
number of people consuming Pan Masala and 
Gutkha is growing everyday with its consumption 
gaining social acceptance. 


Due to availability in convenient sachets 
and high profile advertising, the use of Pan Masala 
and Gutkha is growing among population 
segments like young men and women who 
otherwise do not smoke or chew tobacco. Young 
children are getting addicted to Gutkha. Recent 
studies in India have shown that long-term use of 
Pan Masala may cause tumours in several parts 
of the body and not just oral cavity as proved so 
far. Chemical and toxicological evaluation of Pan 
Masala has revealed the presence of harmful 
substances including toxic metals suchas lead, 
cadmium and nickel and residual pesticides such 
as DDT and BHC and their isomers which are 
known to be carcinogenic. 

In the fight against tobacco, equal 
emphasis must be placed on smokeless tobacco 
products like Pan Masala and advertising and 
public places bans ‘must be expanded to cover 
these products as well. 


Source : www.pib.nic.in 
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Justice for Women 


The constitutionally-guaranteed fundamental right 
to equality before the law and non-discrimination 
on the ground of sex have been used by the 
Supreme Court of India as well as the High Courts 
to ensure gender justice to women. Laws that 
discriminate in favour of women have also been 
upheld under Article 15 that permits special 
provisions being made for women and children. 
In fact, right from the day when India attained 
Independence and after the old Hindu law was 
amended through four pieces of legislation 
including the Hindu Succession Act to give better 
legal protection and legal rights to women, the 
statutes which were enacted for this purpose have 
been interpreted by the courts liberally in favour 
of women. 


The judgements given by the Supreme 
Court presided over by the former Chief Justice, 
Dr. Justice A.S. Anand, are in the same liberal 
tradition. In fact, he has built upon this tradition 
by interpreting in the Apparel Export Promotion 
Council Case Article 14 as guaranteeing equality 
in the workplace and by holding that sexual 
harassment in the workplace is a denial of the 
right to equality at the workplace for women. His 
judgements on the rights of children are also 
etched ona broad canvas of children’s ri ghts. He 
has interpreted the existing laws in a manner that 
will promote welfare of children. In the well- 
known case of Gita Hariharan v. Reserve Bank 
of India, he has interpreted Section 6 of the Hindu 


Minority and Guardianship Act liberally holding - 
that the natural guardian of a Hindu minor in 


respect of the minor’s person as well as the 


Justice Sujata Manohar 


minor’s property, can be the mother in the 
absence of the father. The word ‘absence’ has to 
be interpreted broadly as meaning the father’s 
absence for any reason whatsoever in the context 
of taking care of the minor’s person or property: 
Ifthe father is wholly indifferent to the minor even 
if he/she lives with the mother, or by virtue ofa 
mutual understanding between the father and the 
mother, the mother is put in exclusive charge of 
the minor, or if the father is physically staying away 
from the place where the mother and the minor 
are living, or in any situation where the father iS 
physically unable to take care of the minor, he 
can be considered as absent and the mother can 
be recognised as the natural guardian. She can 
act validly on behalf of the minor as a guardian. 
Justice Anand has thus very rightly ensured that 
the minor’s welfare is not neglected when the 
father isnot taking or is notable to take any interest 
in the affairs of the minor for any reason. 


In the same vein, in Noor Saba Khatoon 
v. Mohd. Quasim, he has held that the children of 
Muslim Parents are entitled to maintenance unde 
Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure Code till 
they attain majority or are able to maintain 
themselves, whichever date is earlier, or in the 
case of female children, till they get married. Theit 
eh 'S Not restricted to maintenance only for 4 
Period of two years prescribed under Sectio" 
(1) (b) of the Muslim Women (Protection ° 
Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986, The same SectiO” 
_ came up for consideration before Justice? 
Anand In Kirtikant Vadodaria v. State of Guia 
Ina different context. The Court was require 
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consider whether a claim for maintenance bya 
step mother is sustainable against her stepson. 
Looking to the aims and objects of Section 125 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, Justice Anand 
has observed that it has to be borne in mind that 
the dominant and primary object is to give social 
justice to wife, children and infirm parents and to 
prevent destitution and vagrancy by compelling 
those who can support those who are unable to 
support themselves but have amoral claim for 
support to pay maintenance. The aim is clearly 
not to leave parents, children or wife ina helpless 
state of distress, destitution and starvation. 
Therefore, Section 125 should be givena liberal 
construction to achieve this intention of the 
legislature. Taking a balanced view he held that a 
childless step mother may claim maintenance from 
her step son provided she is a widow oF her 
husband is incapable of supporting or maintaining 
her and if she does not have natural children who 
can support her, but not otherwise. In the case 
before the Court, the step mother who claimed 


maintenance from her step $0" had five natural 
hree of 


born sons, all of whom were major and three 
them were well-to-do and capable of mal ntaining 
their mother. The husband was alive and 
Possessed sufficient means and property us 
maintain his second wife. In this context he 
declined to give maintenance to the step mother. 
fthe Dow'y 


tation 0 
Reddy v- 


Ortake the interpre 
Prohibition Act, 1961. In 
State of Andhra Pradesh, 
expression “dowry” Was held as 0! 
merely to a demand ma 
performance of marti 
Which is relatable to a Propo” 
also construed as a deman 
Act, even if,asa result of this 
did not take place- 


One of the major problem areas for 
women has been the way in which crimes against 
them have been dealt with within the criminal 
justice system. Itis, therefore, important that the 
highest court inthe country lays down the correct 
norms of appreciation of evidence in crimes such 
as rape. In the State of Himachal Pradesh v. 
Raghuvir Singh, Justice Anand held that conviction 
can be recorded on the sole testimony of the 
prosecutrix, if her evidence inspires confidence 
and there is an absence of circumstances which 
militate against her veracity. In a case where 
barbaric rape and murder was committed on a 
helpless school-going girl by the security guard, 
he confirmed the capital punishment holding this 
to be one of the rarest of rare cases. He observed, 
“while a real and abiding concern for the dignity 
of human life is required to be kept in mind by the 
courts while considering the confirmation of the 
sentence of death, a cold-blooded, pre-planned 
brutal murder without any provocation after 
committing rape onan innocent and defenceless 
girl by the security guard would fall under the 
category of rarest of the rare cases”. 


Only a few of the cases decided by Justice 
Anand which show a deep and abiding concern 
for justice for women and children have been 
referred to in this write-up. The same concern is 
reflected in his speeches ina much more direct 
way. J udgements, unfortunately, cannot be read 
in the same manner as short stories or novels. 
The section on judgements may, therefore, prove 
to be somewhat difficult reading fora non-legal 
person. But the passages which express the set 
of liberal values that have moulded the 
judgements of the former Chief Justice of India 
are certainly worth reading. These} udgements will 
pave the way for many such judgements in future. 


Source : www. pib.nic.in 
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Orissa News 


KONARK DANCE FESTIVAL 


Against the backdrop of the majestic Sun temple, the open air auditorium at Konark dazzled with 
beautiful dance performances under a foggy moonlit sky on Saturday, the Ist December 2001. The 
inaugural evening of the colourful Konark Dance Festival was m 
in its two sessions. The show began with an invocation to 
the Sun God based on suryamandal stotra composed 
by Vyasadeva and presented by the artists of Odissi 
Research Centre, Bhubaneswar. It was cheriographed 
by the eminent danseuse Smt Kumkum Mohanty, set to 
noted music by Pandit Raghunath Panigrahi. The Odissi 
segment comprised four items, all of which were highly 
appreciated by the audience. In the second session, 
Kuchipudi dance was performed by troupe Ms Alckhya 
and her troupe from Hyderabad. Their performances \y 
a tribute to womanhood, depicting the y 
manifestations of woman. 


arked by Odissi and Kuchipudi dances 


ere 
arlous 


The five-day festival was inaugurated by Hon'ble 
Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, who released to 
postage stamps valued at Rs.4 and Rs.15 on the occasion 
of 100 years of scientific conservation of the Sun Temple. 


On December 5, 2001, His Excellency the 
Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran declared the 5 da 
Konark Festival closed. In his address, the Go 
urged the people to preserve the rich culture 0 
Biswabhusan Harichandan, Chief. Secretary, Shri D 
and Culture, Shri R. Balakrishnan were present. 
by the Chhau Nrutya Pratisthan of Baripada an 


y long 
vernor = 

f the State. Am 
-P. Bagchi and 
On the concludi 
d Kathak dance 


ong others, Hon'ble Minister, 5)" 
mmissioner-cum-Secretary, Touris™ 
ng day, Chhau dance was performed 
by Shovana Narayan and her grouP: 


Besides, the work of 416 Rural Piped Water Sy Stream Water Supply Project 


ly Proj P i 
pply ] Fojects ate in Progress. Out of these, there § a 


. budgetary provision has be 


: 
— 
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ork of 97 projects by the end of the current financial year. Moreove 
en made for 100 such new projects during 2001-2002, reveals er 


target for completing the w 


Development Department. 
OPERATION BLACK BOARD ve 


By the end of October during the current financial year, 22.06 lakh mandays have been generated 


under Operation Black Board Scheme by utilising an amount of Rs.2299.21 lakh, reveals Panchayati 
i ; ita 
d period, construction of 1281 primary school buildinge ha 


Raj Department sources. During the sai 
been completed, for which an amount of Rs.925.89 lakh has been spent towards payment of wages 


NEW INDUSTRIAL POLICY 


dow clearance of projects. Two new schemes, ‘Shilpa 


ages single win 
d. Subsidies are being provided to village, khadi and 


ing implemente 
wth. 


The new industrial policy envis 
Jyoti? and ‘Shilpa Sathi’, are be 
small industries to enhance their gro 

XVI NATIONAL CO 
of Civil Engineers organise! 
inister, Shri Naveen Patnaik at B 


VENTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 


d by the Institute of Engineers (India) was 


The 17th National Convention 
hubaneswar on November 24, 2001. 


inaugurated by Hon'ble Chief M 


‘In his address, Shri Patnaik said that “GNI patti 
National Highway No.5 and No.6 passing icine 
poe Orissa, as a part of the Prime - 

inisters Programme, would be improved S lodern Tr 
by January 3004. State highways and peta shine of 
tural roads are being improved. Steps sab dpe eal F 
taken to improve rural roads under Ds EDO, Buti i 
ta 


Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 


Would goa long way in ensuring progress 
of the country. The Chief Minister advise! 
the engineers to construct roads keeping 
ithe traffic necessities in the coming 20 


years. 


ineers Division Board, presided over the meeting. 
. 


airman of the Civil Eng 
Shri N.N.Das also addressed the engineers. 


Shri G.L. Rao, the Ch 
“ d Secretary, Works, 


Chief Secretary, Shri D-P. Bagchi an 
A national seminar on Modem Trends in Construction and Maintenance of Roads, Bridges and 


Flyovers was also organised 0D the occasion of the two day National Convention. 
FOUNDATION STONE OF LOWER SUKATEL IRRIGATION PROJECT 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik laid the foundation stone of Rs.217.13 cr. Lower Suka 
Tel Irrigation Project at Magurdedn in Bolangir district on November 24, 2001. This would provide 
irrigation facilities to more than 58 thousand hectares of land in Bolangir and Sonepur districts. This 
would also provide 179 lakh cubic meter of drinking water to Bolangir town. 

Addressing 4 mamnoth crowd Sri Patnaik said that the, Government is trying to remove the 
regional disparity. StePS a bilitate the people who would be displaced due to this 


re being t j A 
project. Hon'ble Minister for Energy, Shri AU, Singhdeo presided over the meeting. Hon'ble Union 
Gy 
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Minister for Water Resources, Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, Hon'ble Minister Industries, Shri K.V. Singhdeo, 
Smt. Sangeeta Kumari Singhdeo, MP Shri Balgopal Mishra, MLA and Shri K.Kushal, MLA also 
addressed the gathering. 


BIJU SETU INAUGURATED 


The 278.218 mt. long Biju Setu over river Koel at Titerkela in Sundargarh district was dedicated to the 
people by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik on December 2, 2001. The foundation stone of 
the bridge, which would connect about 55 villages of Nuagaon and Bisra, was laid by the Hon'ble 
former Chief Minister, Biju Patnaik in 1994. In his address, the Chief Minister laid emphasis on the 
need to speed up Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana for the development of rural areas. Hon'ble 
Minister for Harijan and Tribal Welfare, Shri Mangala Kisan presided over the meeting. Among others, 
Shri Ajit Das, MLA, Shri George Tirkey, MLA and Collector, Sundargarh, Shri N.B. dhal spoke on 
the occasion. 


254 DOCTORS APPOINTED ON CONTRACT BASIS 


Ina bid to strengthen service delivery mechanism on health sector, Government of Orissa has recently 
appointed 254 doctors at a consolidated pay of Rs.8,000/- pm. fora period of one year in different 
districts of the State. These newly appointed doctors have been asked to report for duty within the 
month of December, 2001. 


GOVERNMENT AUGMENTS EXCISE REVENUE 


Ina move to mobilise additional resources, the Government of Orissa has registered a collection of 
Rs.33.87 cr. from outstilled liquor introduced recently in 10 districts of the State. To raise further 
revenue on excise, the Government has decided in principle to introduce country spirit in 16 districts 
with a target of collecting revenue to the tune of Rs.16.91 er, during the year 2001-2002. 


‘THE SECOND TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT PROJ ECT 


Government of Orissa is going to implementa Second Tribal Development Project at an estimated at 
a cost of Rs.430.73 cr. The project aims at providing tribals greater control and ae to natural and 
other available resources with the skills and capacity to use them productively The ene design 
of the project-will comprise the components like empowerment and capacity buildin 2 ie copienuties 
and support agencies, livelihood enhancement systems, support for policy initiatives pi food assistance- 


ia With the active support of IFAD, DFID and WEP and an aim to cover 30 blocks, the project 
will initially be launched in Raygada, Gumma, Nuagada, Gurandia, Lahunipada, Th. Ram - Lanjigarh, 
Narayanpatna, Bandhugaon and Laxmipur blocks of Gajapati, Sundargarh Katoh i oe d Koraput 


districts. The State ST & SC Development Department wi 
: : a will be tl -amme 
management of this project. ne nodal agency for program! 


The wrap-up meeting held in the second floor conference hall of the Secretariat under the 
chairmanship of Shri D.P. Bagchi, Chief Secreary on December 13 2001 f Ag ne ass boun 
implementation of the project. Among others, Shri K.S. Chatrath ‘Adminis sane ae ; sae Shri 
S.C. Hota, Agriculture Production Commissioner, Shri A.K. Samant ray Aa oe joe ee 


SC & ST Development Department, Ms Mary Clark, Mission Lead aah 
; : ? er IFAD, Ms. Sorojini Thaku® 
DFID, Dr Rati Sharma, Senior Advisor, WFP were present in the meeting , Ms. Sorojini 
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EDUCATION GUARANTEE SCHEME 
Rs 24.59 crore tothe State in the current financial year for 
uucation Guarantee Scheme (EGS). 


According to an official release here on Friday, the Union Ministry of Human Resources 
Development (HRD) has already released about Rs 12.30 crore in the first phase to the State. This 
amount will be utilised for setting up 8,335 primary and 844 upper primary schools in 14 districts where 
the District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) is not in force. Besides, 494 upper primary schools 
in the remaining 16 districts will also be established with this fund, it said. . 

During the last five year, the Centre had released an amount of Rs 55.13 crore under the Non- 


formal Education (NFE) scheme. 


Under the EGS, the village e 


Education (BEd) and certified teacher (CT) quali 


assistants would receive Rs 1,000 per month, the re 


experienced non-formal teac 


Government of India has sanctioned 
implementing the newly introduced Ed 


ducation committee would recruit persons having Bachelor of 
fications as education assistants. The education 
Jease said, adding preference would be given to 


hers. 
ORISSA PUBLIC LIBRARIES BILL 
The Orissa Public Libraries Bill, 2001 piloted by Hon'ble Minister for Tourism and Culture, Shri 
Bijoyshree Routray, Was passed in the Assembly on December 22,2001. The new regulation seeks to 
establish a network of public libraries in the state and to maintain, regulate and consolidate them. It also 
seeks to provide fora comprehensive rural and urban library service. 
S PAID TO MARTYRS 


LAST RESPECT 
Sepoy Sushanta Kumar Sahoo of 21-Bihar Regiment became 
attacks while on duty in Jammu Kashmir. Last respects were paid to the martyrs 
when the bodies reached Biju Patnaik Air port on November a ae LS oblate 
; s ee i kani village in Puri distri 
“a the two soldiers. Baliarsingh was aresident o} to) ge in Puri district 
reaths on the bodies of th district. The bodies were sent to their respective 


while Sahoo was a native of village Tangi in Angul 


villages for the last rites. 
MINIMUM WAGES HIKED 


Sepoy Dillip Kumar Baliarsingh and 


victims to the extremist 


P enhanced minimum daily wages of labourers with effect from January 1, 
op eminent fe for unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled and highly-skilled labourers has been 


fixed at Ra.50/-,R8.60/-, Rs.70! and Rs.80/- respectively 
resides, the minimum dally h category of labourers will be hiked by 


es in respect of eac! 
Rs.2.50 every two years or witha rise of 50 points in the All India Price Index, whichever is earlier. 
.2.50 eve 


o—2,500—3-1-2002 


OGP—mp—PTS (I. & P- R.) 6 


at Medial” 

Sisu Pratibha 2001. Rabindra Mandap, November 14, 2001. 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik giving away prizes to 
the winners of different competitions organised by the Department of 
School and Mass Education. 


Ate eee FT 


eS. MSAD, 900e 
Faq va’ aka geal aga! a0": Ti 


Laermer rete Cae Development, Minorities & Backward Classes Welfare 
7 + Cooperation, Textiles & Handloom, Shri Ayabind 
and the Director, Information & Public Relatio : 
pration of the birth anniversary of the rad r. aj 
aneswar on November 15, ie 


() 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M.R 


ajendran 
Lady Governor, Smt Susheela R 


ajendran with disabled 
November 17, 2001, 


and Her Excellency the 
children at Raj Bhavan on 


3 HONBLE CHIEF MINISTER , ORISSA 


JAVEEN PATNAIK 


ister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating a school-cut 
-cum- 
ukundapur on November 20, 2001. Government ea 


Shri Pradeep Kumar Maharathy is present. 


Hon'ble Chief Min 
shelter at Dandam 


ied se 
Shri Surendranath Naik, Shri Biswabhusan 
Debi Prasad Mishra paying floral tributes to 
htab on the occasion of his birth anniversary 
avan on November 21, 2001. 


e Ministers, 
an and Shri 
krushna Mal 
dat Soochana Bh 


(iii) 


Hon'bl 
Harichand 


late Dr Hare 
celebrate 


Hon'ble Minister of St 


ate for Tourism and Culture, Shri Bijayshree Routray laying 
the found 


ation stone of the extension building of Dr Harekrushna Mahtab State 
Library at Bhubaneswar on November 2 1, 2001. Secret 


ary, Tourism and Culture, 
Shri R. Balakrishnan and Director. Shri N. 


M. Mohanty are present. 


rob ene 4 


Sige AGE Hide ANIgEIE GoM aaIKae 
99 SEQGH 900 


TCOMIad AQaq ace 4 
ADAAG OGG) GF ¢ 


Cy ees 
"gabe chen eeNPIIseetEs 9 fens : 


Hon'ble Acting Chicf Justice of Orissa High Court, Shri Radh 
Minister for Cooperation, Textiles & Handloom, Shri Arabir 
eclebration of the birth anniversary of the 


akrushna Patra and Hon'ble 
nda Dhali at the State level 


Martyr, Laxman Naik at Soochana Bhavan 
on November 22, 2001. 


(iv) 


n Patnaik, Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa 


ster, Shri Navee 
Shri Sarat Kumar Kar and Shri Prasanna Kumar Patsani 


M.P. moving round the photo exhibition arranged by the Information and Public 
Relations Department on the occasion of the birth centenary of late Nabakrushna 
Choudhuri on November 23, 2001. 


Hon'ble Chief Mini 
Legislative Assembly, 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik giving away prizes to the successful 
naugural fynction of the Student's Union of 


students 07 the occasion of the 1 
R.D. Women's College, Bhubaneswar on November 23 aod 


(v) 


eS) 0th Bi- annial Gen 
ALL WOUA ORGAMSATION DR 


, Dt. 25th & 26th Move, 
t: Us 


ib. Ce 
His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran inaugurating the 
XII biennial mecting of the All India Organisation of Chemists on 
Druggists held at Hotel Swosti Plaza, Bhubaneswar on November 
25, 2001. Hon'ble Minister of State for Health, Shri Debi Prasad 
Mishra and General Secretary of the Orissa unit of the organisation, 
Shri Prabir Das are present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnai 


k laying the foundation 


ri JN, Mitra, M.L.A are present. 


(vi) 


asion of the 53rd 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen P 
N.C.C. Day on Novem 
on the 120 Bata 


atnaik receiving the salute on the occ 
ber 25, 2001 at the parade organised 
Ilion grounds, Bhubaneswar. 


aii a 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating Rural Piped Water Supply 
scheme at Banasingh in Dhenkanal district on November 26, 2001. Shri Naveen Nanda 
MLA is present. 2 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen P 


ore 
Government Chief Whip, Shri Pradeep M 


paying last respects to the martyrs, D.K, Baliarsing] 
at Biju Patnaik Airport on No 


atnaik, Hon'ble M 
Ms Nibedita Pradhan, MLA at the Iftar P: 


inister, Shri Debi Prasad Mishra and 
ily at Buxibazar, Cuttack on Noy ember 30, 2001. 


lripathy, Hon'ble M 

aharathy, Routray, MLA 
hand S.K. Sahoo of 21] Bihar Regiment 
vember 29, 200]. 


late Nabakrushna Choudhuri unveiled 


on November 23, 2001. Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik, * 


Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Biswabhusan 
Dey, Shri Bijayshree Routray and Shri Prasana Kumar 


Harichandan, Shri Samir 
Patsani, MP are present. 


Statue of the beloved leader 


adip on the occasion of Kartik Purnima 


Chief Minister at pi 
on November 30, 2001. 


Boita Bandan. Hon'ble 
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